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‘To, all whom it camera. 
' Be it known that we, ERNEST F. Siriionn, a 
citizen of the United States, residing at 
Kansas City, in the county ,Of Jackson and 
State ‘of Missouri, WieLI'nM F. Po'r'rs, a citi 
zen of the United States, and a resident of 
Kansas City, in'the county of Jackson and 
State of Missouri, and CHARLES E. TRIM‘BY, 
a citieen of the United States, ‘and a resident 
of Kansas City, in the county of Wyandotte 
and State of Kansas, have invented a certain 
new and useful Improvement in Automo— 
bile-Locking Devices, of which the follow 
ing is a speci?cation. _ 
Our invention ‘relates to improvements in 

automobile locl'zing devices. I 
The object of our invention is to provide a 

novel automobile safety locking device 
which is simple in construction, which may 
be readilyapplied to automobiles now on the 
market, which is cheap to manufacture, not 
liable to get out of order and durable, and 
which is efficient in operation. , 
Our invention is particularly well adapted 

for holding the gear shifting lever in the 
neutral position, this effectually preventing 
the use of the automobile to which it is at! 
tached, but which will permit of the automo 
bile being readily moved in case of ?re or 
fer any other reason. 
The novel features of our invention are 

hereinafter fully described and claimed. 
In the accompanying drawing, ‘ which 

illustrates our invention, _ 
Figure 1 is a vertical sectional view on the 

line 1'"—'l of Fig. 3, showing one form of our 
invention applied to a shifting lever; 

Fig. 2 is a front elevation ‘of the same. 
‘Fig. 3v is ‘a plan view of the device, the 

shifting lever being shown in section on the 
line 3443 of Fig. 1, the locking members be 
ing shown closed, the padlock removed and 
parts broken away. 

Fig. 4 is a plan view of the’ device with the 
locking members shown in the open position 
and the padlock removed. 

Fig. 5 ‘is a horizontal section on the line 
5—5 of Fig. 1. ., i 

Fig.‘ 6 is a vertical sectional view showing 
a self-contained locking mechanism for the 
locking members. T a 

, Fig. 7 is a plan view of what is shown in 
Fig. 6. _ 

Similar reference characters designate 
similar parts in the different views. 

1 and 2 designate respectively two sub 
stantially semi-‘circular members of a hous 
ing adapted to embrace the upper portion 
of the usual casing 3 in which is. pivotally 
mounted the ‘gear shifting lever 4 commonlv 
used on automobiles for controlling the 
transmission. , 

5 and 6 designate two horizontal screws 
which respectively extend through holes 
provided in diametrically opposite sides of 
the member 1, and which are respectively 
fitted in screw-threaded hele's provided in the 
member 2. _ 
,7 and 8 designate two semi-cup shaped 

locking members, each having a central 
notch‘ 9 adapted to receive the lever 4. The 
member 7 is provided at one edge with two 
laterally extending ears 10 pivoted on a ver 
tical screw 11 which is mounted in a screw 
threaded hole in the housing member 2, and 
which has its lower end extending into a 
recess in the upper side of the screw 5, there 
by holding the latter from‘ being turned. 
The member 8 is provided with an car .12 
which is pivoted on the screw 11 intermedi 
ate of the cars 10. 
For holding the screws 11 and 6 from be 

ing- turned, there are provided two screws 13 
and 14 which are respectively mounted in 
downwardly and outward inclined ‘screw 
threaded holes in the housing member 2, the 
lower ends of the screws 13 and 14 being 
extended into recesses provided therefor in 
the screws 11 and 6 respectively. 
lVhen the locking members 7 and 8 are 

closed, they will cover the screws 13 and 14, 
thereby preventing their being turned so as 
to disassemble the parts, by any unauthor 
ized person, when the locking members 7 and 
8 are locked in the closed position shown in 
Fig. 3. When the members 7 and 8 are open, 
as shown in Fig. 4, the screws 13 and 14 are 
uncovered. With the members 7 and 8 in 
the open position, the screws 13 and 14 may 
be inserted or removed. 
The locking members 7 and 8 are provided 

each with a lateral lug l5 and 16, which in 
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the closed position, shown in Fig. 3, pass 
under an upwardly and inwardly turned 
arm 17 provided on the member 2 diametri 
cally opposite to the screw 11. At the inner 
side of the arm 17 is a small lug 18 which 
limits the closing movement of the locking 
members 7 and 8. 
For releasably locking the members 7 and 

8 in the closed or locked position, different 
means may be employed. In the form of our 
invention shown in Figs. 1 to 5, the members‘ 
7 ‘and 8 are provided respectively with two 
lugs 19 and 20, which, when the members 
‘are closed overlap one above the other. The 
lug 19 is provided with a transverse hole 21 
which is adapted to register with the hole 22 
provided through the lug 20, when the mem 
bers 7 and 8 are in the locking position. 
When in this position, the hasp 23 of a pad 
lock 24. may be inserted through the holes 21 
and 22, thereby locking the members 7 and 8 
in engagement with the lever 4, when the 
latter is in a predetermined position. As 
shown in the drawing, the notches 9 are 
located so as to receive the lever 4 when the 
latter is in the vertical or neutral position, 
in which position, the engine may be oper 
ated without the car running. 
In the form of our invention shown in 

Figs. 6 and 7, the locking members 7 and 
8 are provided with two lugs 25 and 26 re 
spectively. The lug 25 of the member 7 has 
mounted in it a suitable lock 27 adapted to 
be operated with a key 28, and having a bolt 
adapted to enter a hole 29 provided in the 
lug 26, when the members 7 and 8 ‘are in 
the locking position, for holding the locking 
members from being swung to the open po 
sition. 
In assembling the device, “the housing 

members 1 and 2 are made to embrace the 
head of the lever casing 3, theinner sides 
of said members being recessed to receive 
the head. The members 1 and 2 are then se_ 
cured to each other with the screws 5 and 6. 
The screw 14 is then made to engage the 
screw 6, after which the screw 11 is ex 

. tended through the ears 10 and 12 and made 
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to engage the screw 5. The screw 13 is then 
made to engage the screw 11, the members 
7 and 8 being moved to the open position 
while this is being done. 

If now the lever 4 be swung to the verti 
cal neutral position and the locking mem 
bers then swung to the closed position, the 
lever 4 will be embraced, by the members 7 
and 8 and will be held from movement pro 
viding the locking members 7 and 8 are 
locked together by means of either of the 
locking mechanisms already described. The 
automobile can not then be run with the en 
gine, but it may be freely wheeled about, 
if desired, to get it out of the way, as in 
case of ?re. . ' 

. We‘ do not our invention to -the 
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structures shown and described, as modi? 
cations of many kinds may be made with 
out departing from the spirit of our inven 
tion. ‘* 

lVha-t we claim is :— 
1. In an automobile locking device, a 

housing comprising two members for em 
bracing a shifting lever casing, a screw con 
necting said two members, a locking mem 
ber pivoted to said housing and movable 
thereon to and from a locking position and 
having means for releasably engaging'and 
holding ‘a shifting lever in said casing, re 
leasable means for holding the locking mem 
ber in the locking position, and a screw 
mounted in said housing and engaging the 
?rst named screw so as to hold the latter 
from turning, the second named screw being 
covered by said locking member‘ when the 
latter is in the locking position and uncov 
ered thereby when the locking ,member is 
swung from the locking position. 
I 2. In an automobile locking device, a 
housing for embracing a shifting lever cas 
ing, a locking member movable to and from 
a locking posit-ion and having means for re 
leasably engaging and holding a shifting 
lever in said casing, a screw to which the 
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looking member is pivoted engaging said * 
housing, and a second screw mounted in the 
housing and engaging the ?rst screw to pre 
vent turning of the latter, the second screw 
being respectively covered and uncovered by 
said locking member when the latter is in ' 
the locking and unlocked positions. 

3. In an automobile locking device, a, 
housing comprising two members adapted 
to embrace a shifting levercasing, a screw 
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securing said two members together, a sec- ' ' 
ond screw mounted in the housing-and en- 
gaging the ?rst named screw to hold the 
latter from turning, a third screw mounted 
inv the housing and engaging the second 
screw to hold the latter from turning, two 
~locking members pivoted on the second 
screw and movable to ,and from a position in 
which they are adapted to engage and hold 
a shifting lever in said casing, and releas 
able means for locking the two locking 
members together in the locking position, 
the third screw being respectively covered 
and uncovered by one of said locking mem 
bers when the latter is in the locking and un 
locked positions. ’ . ' ' 

A. In an automobile locking device, a 
housing comprising two members adapted 
to embrace a shifting lever casing, two 
screws securing said two members together, 
two locking members pivoted to said hous~ 
ing and movable to and from a position in 
which they will be adapted to engage and 
hold a shifting lever, two screws, on'one 
of which said locking members are pivoted, 
mounted in said housing and respectively 
engaging the ?rst named screws for hold; 
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ing them from turning, the other of said one of said locking members covering and 
second named screws being respectively cov- uncovering respectively the ?fth screw 10 
ered and uncovered by one of said locking when in the locked and unlocked positions. 
members, when the latter is in the locked In testimony whereof We have signed our 
and the unlocked positions, a ?fth screw names to this speci?cation. 
mounted in the housing and engaging the ERNEST F. STROEH. 
screw on which said locking mem ers are WILLIAM F. POTTS. \ 
pivoted for holding the latter from turning, CHARLES E. TRIMBY. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for ?ve cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. O.” 


