
1,276,100. 

" P. mzmm. 

PORTABLE BARRIER. 
APPLICATION FIL‘ED DEC- 22| 1971?. 

Patented Aug. 20, 1918. 

attain?“ 

rm: Nouns; PITIRS co‘. Puomurna. WASHINGTON.‘ o. c. 



10 

20 

40 

- 

PAUL mm, QEBINGHAMTQN, some 

PORTABLE 

1,276,100. Speci?cation of Letters Patent. Patented Aug‘. 20, 1918. 
I Application ?led' December 22; 1917; Serial No. 208,439; 

To all "whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, PAUL NIZNIK, a citi 

zen of the United States of America, resid 
ing at Binghamton, in the county of Broome 
and State of New York, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Port 
able Barriers, of which the following is a 
speci?cation. _ 
The primary object of the invention is the 

provision of a device especially adapted for 
use in time of war for impeding the progress 
of the enemy and readily carried by soldiers 
for positioning upon the ground in its oper 
ative arrangement. 
A further object of the device is the pro 

vision of a foldable member light in Weight 
although possessing great strength adapted 
for arrangement upon the ground by re 
treating soldiers within the path of travel 
of the pursuing army, whereby the enemy 
will be injured and hindered in its move 
ment. 

lVith these general objects in view and 
others that will appear as the nature of the 
invention is better understood, the same 
consists in the novel combination, construc 
tion and arrangement of parts hereinafter 
more fully described, illustrated in the ac 
companying drawing, and then claimed. 
In the drawing forming a part of this ap 

plication and in which like designating 
characters refer to corresponding parts 
throughout the several views, 
Figure 1 is an elevational view of the de 

vice. 
Fig. 2 is a sectional view thereof taken 

upon line II——~II of Fig. 1, and 
Fig. 3 is an end View of the device. 
The invention broadly consists of a fold 

able frame or grating 10 formed of pivot 
ally connected strips 11 in lazy-tongs ar 
rangement provided with a binding member 
or cross-piece 12 at one end thereof. 
The frame may be readily folded against 

the cross-piece 12 and secured in its closed 
arrangement by means of a strap 13 cen~ 
trally secured to the said cross~piece while a 
neck strap 14; is carried by the cross-piece 
and by means of which the device may be 
easily carried by a soldier by positioning the 

said strap 14 either upon his arm or around 
his neck. Side plates 15 are carried by the 
crosspiece having slots 16 therein for slid~ 
ably receiving the pivots 17 of the adjacent 
strips 11, whereby the amount of relative 
movement between the said strips is limited. 
The pivots 18 for the strips 11 are in the 
form of spikes having pointed ends 19 pro 
jecting from the frame 10 at one side of the 
device. 
A central plate 20 is provided for the 

cross-piece 12 intermediate the end plates 15 
with the short adjacent end strips 21 of the 
lazy-tongs frame pivoted thereto. It will 
be understood that at the opposite end of 
the frame 10 from the cross-piece 12, two 
short strips 21’ corresponding to the strips 
21 will be arranged pivotally connected to 
gether at their inner'ends by a pointed bolt 
22. The full length strips 11 are each ar 
ranged with a pivot spike 18 at each end 
and also at three intermediate points so that 
the completed device presents ?ve complete 
rows of pivoting spikes, excepting spikes 
which will be arranged at the free ends of 
the terminal strips 11 and these will have no 

, pivotal operation. 
The soldier may readily carry this inven 

tion and when forced to retreat, the strap 13 
may be released for opening the frame 10, 
slightly separating the strips 11 and a large 
number of the devices being thrown upon 
the ground with the spikes 18 extending up 
wardly, the progress of the enemy will be 
greatly impeded by stepping upon the said 
spikes. A serviceable and light barrier is 
provided which may be readily used by sol 
diers to prevent capture. 
What I claim as new is :— 
1. A portable barrier comprising a lazy 

tongs frame having pivot bolts sharpened 
and projecting from one side thereof, a 
cross-piece at one end of the frame, limit 
ing means for the lazy~tongs carried by 
said cross-piece, a retaining strap for the 
lazy-tongs when closed centrally carried by 
the cross-piece and a ‘carrying strap at 
tached to the latter. 

2. A portable barrier for army use com 
prising a cross-plece, plates carried by the 
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ends of the cross-piece arranged with verti 
cal slots therein, a frame of lazy-tongs con 
struction slidably attached within the slots 
of said plates for limited opening movement, 
the said frame having pivot members, 
pointed extensions carried by said pivot 
members at one side of the frame project 

ing upwardly when the device is operatively 
positioned upon the ground, and retaining 
and carrying straps provided upon said 10 
orosspiece. 
In testimony whereof I a?ix my signature. 

PAUL NIZNIK. 
Copies of this patent may be obtained ,for ?ve cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 

Washington, I). G.” v 


