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To all whom it may concern: ‘ 
Be it known that I, NEWTON E. VANCE, a 

citizen of the United States, residing in Red 
Oak, in the county of Montgomery and State 
of Iowa, have invented a new and useful 
Improvement in Containers, of which the 
following is a speci?cation. 
My invention‘ relates in general to con- 1 

tainers and has more particular reference to 
containers provided with a transparent inset 
or window in one of its walls, as, for exam 
ple, cracker cans and the like. And this 
application embodies the matter of my appli 
cation Serial No. 737,135, ?led December 
16, 1912, for which application this applica 

_ tion is a substitute and continuation. 
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Cracker and biscuit cans or boxes'are fre 
quently provided with a front wall consist 
ing in particular of a pane or sheet of glass 
behind which the content of the can may be 
viewed. This glass, unless very thick, is 
readily broken in transit or in the handling 
of the container during the selling of the 
contents. Containers of this sort are packed 
at the bakery and shipped in packed condi 
tion to the grocer or dealer, sometimes pass 
ing through the hands of wholesalers. If 
the glass breaks in a container of this sort 
there is considerable danger of small pieces 
or fragments of glass becoming mixed with 
the contents and thereby requiring repack 
ing of the box or container or providing 
a source of danger to the purchasers. 
A principal object of this invention is the 

provision of a container in which the glass 
for the inset or window may be separately 
shipped and positioned by the grocer or re 
tailer when the box is placed upon the coun 
ter or shelf, the parts of the container being 
so constructed and arranged that a non 
breakable substitute for the pane of glass 
may be provided until ‘such time as a trans 
parent insert or window is required. 
A further object of the invention is the 

provision of such a container which may be 
cheaply provided and easily manipulated, 
the substitute and the pane of glass being 
interchangeable after the container or box 
is packed and without disturbing its con 
tents. 
Other objects and advantages of the in 

vention will be apparent as it is better 
understood from the following description 
when considered in connection with the ac 

companying drawing illustrating a pre 
ferred ~ embodiment thereof. 
Referring to the drawings,‘ 
Figure l is a perspective view of a com 

tainer embodying my invention; 
Fig. 2 is a section taken substantially in 

the pliane de?ned by the lines 2——2 of Fig. 
1 - an . . ‘ 

7Fig. 3 is a similar view taken substantially 
in the plane de?ned by the lines 3——3 of 
Fig. 1. 
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For the purpose of illustrating my inven- ~ 

tion I have shown it embodied in a cracker 
can generally designated at A, of well 
known or preferred form and general con 
struction. In the present instance the front 
wall 6 is provided with a depressed portion 
7 for the reception of a name plate and with 
an aperture 8 behind which ‘the inset or 
window or its substitute is located. 
Combined guides and retaining devices 9 

and 10 are provided above and beneath the 
aperture 8 for holding the pane of glass or 
other material or its substitute in place. Ref 
erence character 11 designates the pane of 
glass or its substitute. These last mentioned 
members are preferably of rectangular 
shape and of length equal substantially to 
the internal width of the front wall. They 
are inserted and withdrawn through a slit 

v12 in an end or side wall 13, the slit 12 
being of sufficient length to permit their in— 
sertion, the lower end 14 of the slit, however, 
being located above the normal location of 
the lower edge of the pane of glass or its 
substitute when in position. The top of the 
slit 15 is of course therefore slightly higher 
than the normal position of the upper edge 
of these members. 
The pane of glass or its substitute may be 

positioned by merely sliding through the 
slit until it is wholly within the container 
when it will drop into place and be held 
against inadvertent displacement by the por 
tion 16 of the side wall 13 located beneath 
the slit. 
lVhen the container is packed at the 

bakery the non-breakable substitutes for the 
pane of glass, preferably consisting of heavy 
cardboard or sheet metal plates, are posi 
tioned behind the aperture 8 and these sub 
stitutes remain in position until the retailer 
is ready to place the ?lled container upon his 
shelf or counter in display position, when 
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by pressing‘ inwardiy and upwardly against 
the substitutes on the portions exposed at the 
apertures and then sidewise toward the slit 
12‘ these substitutes may be removed and 
panes of glass inserted in their place. 

It is thought that the invention and many 
of its attendant advantages will be under 
stood froin the foregoing description, and it 
will be apparent that ‘various changes may 
be made in the form, construction and ar 
rangement of the parts Without departing 
from the spirit and? scope of the invention or 
sacri?cing any of its material advantages, 
the form hereinbefere described being 
merely a preferredembodiment thereof. 

I claim:— 
A cracker can comprising con?ning walls, 
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one of said WZIHS' being provided With an 
aperture, a pane of glass and a non-break: 
abie inset, said pane of glass and said inset 
being replaceable each for the other behind 
said aperture, a Wall of said container be 
ing slit to perinitseasy Withdrawal and in 
sertion of said pane of glass and said non 
breiakabie inset, and guides on opposite 
sides of said aperture, into which said pane 
of glass and said inset may be positioned 
and from which said pane of glass and said 
inset may be moved for Withdrawal from 
said slit. 

NEWTTON E. ‘VANCE. ‘ 

Witnesses: 
OTTO H. BARMETCH, 
A. D; Seem. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for ?ve cents each, by addressing the “Gommissioner. of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.” 
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