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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, FRANKLIN F. Pn'rnns, 

a subject of the King of Great Britain and 
Ireland, residing at \Vinnipeg, in the Prov 
ince of Manitoba and Dominion of Canada, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Moisteners, of which the fol 
lowing is a speci?cation. 
This invention has relation to envelop and 

bill moisteners, or the like, and has for an 
object to provide a device in the form of 
a ring or annular member adapted to be en 
circled around and held upon the thumb 
of the hand, and provided with a piece of 
absorbent material, whereby the material 
may be supplied with water and a conven 
ient means thereby provided for moistening 
the ?ngers when counting paper currency 
or for other purposes which will become 
apparent as the nature of the invention is 
more clearly understood. 
In addition to the foregoing, my invention 

comprehends improvements in the details of 
construction and arrangement of parts, to 
be hereinafter described and particularly 
pointed out in the appended claims. 
In the-accompanying drawings, in which 

similar and corresponding parts are desig 
nated by the same characters of reference 
throughout the several views in which they 
appear; 
Figure 1, is a view in side elevation of 

my moistener, illustrating its application 
upon the thumb. 

Fig. 2, is a front View thereof. 
Fig. 3, is a view of my device in section, 

and, 
Fig. 4:, is a view in section taken on a line 

at right angles to the section of Fig. 3. 
With reference to the drawings, 1 indi 

cates an annular band of rubber or other 
?exible material, having formed integrally 
therewith and at one side, an enlargement 2 
which is substantially elliptical in conforma 
tion, and formed with a recess 3. The de 
vice resembles to some extent a ?nger ring 
having a large setting. The enlargement is 

formed with an inner flattened face 4:, and 
when the device is placed upon the thumb, 
the soft part thereof is disposed against said 
?attened face. A piece of sponge 5, or other 
absorbent material is placed and held within 
the recess 3, with a portion of said material 
projecting from without the recess as indi 
cated in Fig. 1. 
In the use of this device for counting 

paper currency, the sponge is saturated with 
water and the device placed upon the thumb 
substantially in the manner illustrated. It 
is the practice of persons engaged in count 
ing paper currency, to place the side of the 
thumb upon the top of the stack of bills. 
and to rapidly engage the uppermost bills, 
one at a time and raise them partly from 
the stack to beheld by the other hand. Dur 
ing such counting movements, the fingers 
move rapidly and the thumb and‘fore?ngers 
repeatedly brought together. Therefore, 
with my device upon the thumb, the fore 
?nger will be continually moistened without 
the necessity of occasionally grasping a re 
motely situated moistening sponge of the 
kind at present used. In moistening en~ 
velops, the sponge 5 is of course applied 
directly to the gummed surface of the flap. 
The device being made entirely of soft rub‘ 
her, the bills of the stack may be more se 
curely held by the engagement of the side 
of the device therewith, as the thumb is laid 
upon the stack, than would be possible with 
the bare thumb. It is preferable that the 
device be made of soft rubber as stated, as 
the best results are obtained by its use, but 
other materials may be employed if any im 
provement or advantage is gained. 

WVhile I have illustrated and described my 
invention with some degree of particularity, 
I realize that many alterations thereover 
may be made, and I therefore reserve the 
right and privilege of changing the form or 
the material of the device, or otherwise al 
tering the arrangement of the parts, without 
departing from the spirit of the invention, 
or the scope of the appended claims. 
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Having thus described my invention, what . 
I claim as new and 
ters Patent is: 

1,255,925 

desire to secure by Let 

1. A moistening device including a socket 
5 member of soft rub 

a sponge, and means on 
ber adapted to contain 

said member for 
securing the same to the ?nger. 

2. A moistening d evice including a socket 
member of soft rubber adapted to contain 

a sponge, and a band of soft rubber formed 10 
integrally with said member to embrace a 
?nger to secure the member thereto. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
FRANKLIN F. PETERS. 

Witnesses: " i - JAMES L. BATTY, 

W. F. SELLER; , ‘ 

’ Copies 01 this patent may be obtained tor ?ve cents each, by addressing the *‘?ommissioner 02 Patent, 
Washington, D. 0." V 


