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To all whom it may concern: - 
Be it known that I, ULYssEs G. SWEENEY, 

a citizen of‘ the United States, residing at 
Cutler, in the county of Tulare and State 

5 of California, have invented anew and use 
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ful Holdfast-Nail, of which the following 
is a‘ speci?cation. v i 
The device forming the subject matter of 

this application is a nail, including a thread 
ed shank, and adapted to be driven by ham 
mer blows, the structure combining the ad 
vantages of a common nail and a screw. 
The invention aims to provide novel means 

whereby the ends of the head of the nail 
will constitute clenching prongs, adapted to 
engage the material which is entered by the 
nail, to prevent the nail from rotating after 
it has been driven. _ ' 
With the above and other objects in view 

which will appear as the description pro 
ceeds, the invention resides in the combina 
tion and arrangement of parts and in the 
details of construction"hereinafter described 
and claimed, it being understood that 
changes in the precise embodiment of the 
invention herein - disclosed can be made 
within the scope of what is claimed, without 
departing from the spirit of the invention. 
In the accompanying drawings:— 
Figure 1 shows in side elevation,~a- nail 

constructed in accordance with the present 
invention, the same being mounted in a piece 
of material, the nail being in the condition 
which it will assume after it has been driven 
to a- seat, and before the clenching'prongs 
have been embedded in the material; 

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the nail, 
wherein the nail is viewed at right’ angles 
to the showing of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a top plan of the nail; ‘ . 
Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 1 but show 

' ing the clenching prongs embedded in the 
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'material; 
Fig. 5 is an isometric sectional perspec 

tive, showing so much of the nail as lies be 
tween the lines a——a and b‘——-b of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 6 is an isometric sectional perspec 
tive, showing so much of the nail as lies be 
tween the linesv b—?) and vc—c of Fig. '1'; 

Fig. 7 is a diagrammatic sectional view,‘ 
the purpose of which is to point out certain 

’‘ of the advantagesv incident to the nail form 
ing the subject matter of this application, 
Fig. 7 depicting a nail differing in form 
from that shown in Fig. 1. 
The nail forming the subject matter ‘of 

‘the material. 

this application is of course made of metal 
and includes'a shank 1 which is twisted or 
otherwise constructed to‘ form a relatively 
quick thread 2, the nail being preferably 
pointed at its entering end, as shown at 3. 

60' 

The nail includes a\head denoted generally - 
by the numeral 4. ‘When the head 4 is 
viewed in top plan, as shown in Fig. 3, the 
head is of lens shape, and when the head 
is viewed- in side elevation, as in Fig. 1, the 
head is also of lens shape. The construc 
tion of the head is such that, at the ends 
thereof, bendable clenching prongs‘ 5 are 
fashioned. ' Y . 

‘ The nail is driven into the ‘material 6 in 
the usual way, until the nail assumes the 
position of Fig. 1, under which circum 
stances, the prongs 5 will .-be spaced from 

Since the prongs 5 are spaced 
from the material, when the parts are ar 
ranged as shown in Fig. 1, the prongs may 
be turned downwardly, by a hammer blow, 
and be made to enter the material 6, sub-' 
stantially at right angles to the outer sur-' 
face 7 of the material, ‘without crushing the 
material unduly. Further, since the outer 
surface of the head 4 of the nail is convex, 
a hammer' blow, applied, for instance, at 
the point 8 of Fig. 1, tends to turn the 
prongs 5 inwardly, to enter the material 6. 

" After the nail has been driven, as shown in 
Fig. 4, the ‘under side of the head 4 is ?at 
tened down against the surface 7 of the ma 
terial, as indicated at 9, and the prongs 4 
areltambedded in the material 6, as indicated 
at . ‘ . ' 

It has been pointed out hereinbefore that, 
since the prongs 5 are spaced» from the sur 

. face 7 of the material 6, as shown in Fig. 1, 
before the prongs 5 are turned inwardly, 
there is no crushing of the material when 
the prongs 5 enter the same. In Fig. 7, 
there appears a diagram showing an old 
‘form. of nail wherein this point is more 

' clearly brought out‘: In Fig. 7, the material 
appears at 15 and-the numeral 16 indicates 
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the shank of a nail having a common T- - - 
shaped head 17, the ends ‘18 of whichlie ?at 
against the outer surface of the material 15. 
It will be obvious from Fig. 7 
the ends 18 are bent inwardly, the material 
will be crushed, and a recess 19 will appear 
in the material 15, beyond the end of the 
head 17. This is undesirable for two rea 
sons. First, the hold of the-bent end 20 of 

, that when 
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“the head 17 on the material 15 is decreased, ' 
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and, further, an objectionable recess, as 
shown at 19 appears beyond the contour of 
‘thehead 17 . ' Comparing Fig. 7 with Fig. 4, 
it will be obvious that no opening or recess, 
corresponding to the recess 19 exists in the 
material 6, when the device forming the 
subject matter of this application is used. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

is claimed is :— - i — 

a A nail including a threaded shank having 
a transverse head, the head appearing ta 
pered toward its ends, when viewed in top 
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plan, and appearing tapered toward its ends, 
when viewed in side elevation, to form bend 
able clenching prongs at the ends of the 
head. ' ' ' 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing 
as my own, I haveehereto ai?xed my signa 
ture in the presence of two witnesses. ' 

ULYSSES G. SWEENEY. ‘ 

Witnesses : 
R. H. ANDREWs, 
J , R. LEDBETTER. 
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