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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, MAURICE L. WILLARD, 

a citizen of the United States of America, 
and a resident of Chicago, in the county of 
Cook and State of Illinois, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Hand-Stamps, of which the following is a 
specification. 
This invention relates to improvements 

in hand stamps and the object of the inven 
tion is to provide a self-inking stamp de 
signed primarily for the printing of 
oranges, although it may be manifest that > 
the stamp can be used for other purposes. 
In the preferred embodiment of my inven 
tion, I employ a supporting block to which 
is secured a self-inking hand stamp on the 
upper end of which is arranged a plate 
?tted to receive the orange or other object 
to be printed, the construction being such 
that when an operator grasps an orange 
and places it on the plate he may thereby 
press the plate downward so that the hand 
stamp is operated to stamp the orange as 
desired. 
The preferable embodiment of my inven 

tion is shown in the drawings accompanying 
and forming part hereof and will now be 
hereinafter described and claimed. 
In the aforesaid drawings: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a stamp 

made in accordance with my invention. 
Fig. 2 is a vertical longitudinal section of 

the same. 
Fig. 3 is a vertical cross-section of the 

machine in its normal position. 
Fig. 4, is a view similar to Fig. 3 but in 

the position in which the stamping is done. 
Referring now to the details of the draw 

ings by numerals: 1 designates a support 
which may be of any desired construction 
but which, as shown in the drawings, is a 
rectangular device having an opening 2 
therein for the reception of a supporting 
block 3 for carrying the self-inking stamp. 
The supporting block 3 is adapted to closely 
fit the rectangular opening 2 in the support 
1 and is not secured therein but is loosely 
inserted in said opening so that it may be 
readily removed whenever necessary. Se 
cured to the supporting block 3 is a self 
inking hand stamp comprising a yoke 4: 
which is designed to rest in a recess 5 
formed in the upper face of the supporting 
block 3- This yoke is contested to a tube 6 

which enters a cylindrical opening 7 in 
the supporting block 3, said tube receiving 
a stem 8 of the hand stamp which is nor 
mally held in the position shown in Fig. 
2 by means of a spring 9. The stem 8 is 
connected to the frame 10 of the hand 
stamp, this frame having side arms 12 and 
13. The frame 10 supports the usual inking 
pad 14: and between the side arms 12 and 
13 is a die plate 15 of the tumbler variety. 
The die plate has ?anged side arms 16 and 
17, within the ?anges of which are located 
rollers 18 and 19 supported by slotted c/am 
arms 20 and 21. these cam arms being pivot 
ally supported at 22 and 23 on the side arms 
12 and 13. A rod or pivotal pin 24 passes 
through the slots in the side arms 12 and 
13 and through openings in the upper ends 
of the yoke 4.- and alsothrough openings in 
the ?anged arms 16 and 17 of the die plate 
15. By preference the rod or pivotal pin 24 
is extended on both sides of the stamp and 
?ts within slots 26 and 27 formed in oppo 
site sides of the support 1. It is to be noted, 
however, that the stamp is not supported by 
the walls forming the slots 26 and 27 but 
said slots and the rod or pin 24: merely hold 
the stamp in proper alinement. Secured to 
the upper ends of the side arms 12 and 13 
is a plate 28 preferably of the curved shape 
shown in the drawings which may be pro 
vided with a cushion 30 of sponge or other 
suitable rubber, said plate 28 and said cush— 
ion 30 each having a-slot 31 therethrough 
for the purpose/of permitting the printing 
characters 32 on the die plate 15 to pass 
through them and print the orange or other 
similar object pressed upon said plate. The 
plate 28' has lugs 29 by which said plate 
may be secured to the side arms 12 and 13 
of the hand stamp frame. In order to per 
mit the proper working of the parts, the 
walls of the support 1 are formed with re 
cesses 33 which will permit the ?anged side 
arms 16 and 17 of the die plate 15 to pass 
without interference. 
In operation: An orange or similar ob 

ject is held by the hand and placed upon the 
cushion 30 and its plate 28 and the operator 
presses the orange downward, thereby forc 
ing the plate 28 and cushion 3O downward 
and with them the side arms 12 and 13 of 
the hand stamp. This action causes the die 
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plate 15 to “tumble” in a manner well known I 
to those using these self-inking Stamps with in 
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the result that as the cushion 30 and the 
plate reach their downward position the 
printing characters of the'die plate are pro 
jected upward through the slot 31 to make 
an impression upon the orange or similar 
object being pressed against said printing 
characters. As soon as the impression is 
made and the operator’s pressure on the 
orange is relieved the spring 9 causes the 
parts to resume the normal positions shown 
in Figs. 1, 2 and 3. 
From the foregoing and accompanying 

drawings, it will be seen that I have pro 
duced a very simple and convenient device 
for printing oranges and similar objects and 
one which necessitates no movement what 
ever except to hold the object beingv printed 
and press it downward upon the cushion 30 
and its plate 28. 

It will be obvious that changes and modi 
?cations may be made in the form and con 
struction of my invention without depart 
ing from the spirit thereof and reference 
should therefore be made to the appended 
claims to determine the scope of the inven 
tion. 

l/Vhat I claim as my invention is: 
1. In a device of the character described, 

a self-inking hand stamp having a suitable 
framework, an inking device and a die plate, 
and a plate secured to said framework hav 
ing a slot through which the die plate is pro 
jected in the act of printing, said plate be 
ing concaved to-receive an orange or similar 
object. 

2-. In a device of the character described, 
a self-inking hand stamp having a suitable 
framework, an inking device and a die plate, 
a plate secured to said framework having a 
slot through which the die plate is projected 
in the act of printing, said plate being con 
caved to receive an orangeor similar object, 
and a cushion of sponge rubber located in 
said concaved plate. 

3. In a device of the character described, 
a self-inking hand stamp having a frame 
work with side arms projecting therefrom, 
an inking device, a die plate, and a plate 
secured to the free ends of said side arms 
and having a surface substantially the shape 
of the orange or other object being printed, 
said plate having a slot therein through 
which the die plate projects in the act of 
printing. 

4. In a device of the character described, 
a suitable support, a self-inking hand stamp 
projecting upwardly from said support, and 
a plate secured to the upper end of said hand 
stamp whereby an orange or similar object 
may be placed on said plate and said plate 
pressed downward to permit the printing 
characters to project through said plate and 
perform the act of printing. 

5. In a device of the character described, 
a suitable support, a self-inking hand stamp 
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projecting upwardly from said support, and 
a plate secured to the upper end of said 
hand stamp whereby an orange or similar 
object may be placed on, said plate and said 
plate pressed downward to perform the act 
ofprinting, said plate having a slot therein 
through which the die plate may project 
and also having its upper surface formed 
substantially the shape of the orange or 
other object being printed. 

6. In a. device of the, character described, 
a. suitable support, a self-inking hand stamp 
projecting upwardly from said support, a 
plate secured to the upper end, of. said hand 
stamp whereby an orange or similar object 
may be placed on said plate and said plate 
pressed‘ downward to perform the act of 
printing, said plate having a slot therein 
through which the die plate may project and 
also. having its upper surface formed sub 
stantially the shape of the orange or other 
object being printed, and, a, sponge rubber 
cushion secured in said plate. 

7. In a device of the character described, 
a support having an opening therein, a sup— 
porting block adapted to project into said 
opening, a self-inking hand stamp project 
ing upwardly from said supporting block, 
and a plate secured to, the upper end of said 
hand stamp whereby an orange or similar 
object may be placed on said plateand said 
plate pressed downward to perform the act 
of printing. 

8. In a device of the character described, 
a support having an opening therein, a sup 
porting block adapted to project into said 
opening, a self-inking hand stamp project~ 
ing upwardly from said supporting block, 
and a plate secured to the upper end of- said 
hand stamp whereby an orange or similar 
object may be placed on said plate and said 
plate pressed downward to perform the act 
of printing, said plate having a surface sub 
stantially the shape of the object being 
printed. ' 

9. In a device of the character described, 
a support having an opening therein, a sup 
porting block adapted to project into said 
opening, a. self-inking hand stamp, project 
ing upwardly from said supporting block, 
and a plate secured to the upper end of said 
hand stamp whereby an orange or similar 
object may be placed on said plate and 
pressed downward to perform the act of 
printing, said hand stamp having a rod or 
pin and said support having slots receiving 
said rod or pin whereby the hand stamp is 
held in proper alinement. 

10. In a device of the character described, 
a support having an opening therein, av sup 
porting block adapted to project into said 
opening, a self-inking hand stamp project 
ing upwardly from said supporting block, 
and a plate secured to the upper end of said 
hand stamp, whereby an orange or similar 
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object may be placed on said plate and In testimony whereof I a?ix my signature 
pressed (10W3W31‘d to perform 1the ahCt of in presence of two Witnesses. 
rinting, sai support having s ots t erein 

5nd one of the rods of said hand stamp ex- MAURICE L‘ WILLARD‘ 
. 6 tending beyond the sides of the stamp and Witnesses: 

?tting in the slots of the support whereby GEO. A. MOGRIFF, 
the same is held in proper alinement. HENRY F. HACKER. 

Copies 0! this patent may be obtained for ?ve cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. G.” 


