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To all whom it may concern: _ 
Be it known that I, JOHN LIPINSKI, a 

subject of Russia, residing at Leavenworth, 
in the county of Leavenworth and State of 
Kansas, have‘ invented a certain new and 
useful Improvement in Lace-Fastening De 
vices, of which the following is a speci?ca 
tion. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

lace fastening devices. 
It is adapted for use in connection with 

shoes, gloves, corsets and the like. 
The object of my invention is to provide 

a simple and efficient lace fastening device 
which may be easily and quickly laced and 
unlaced; which will be efficient in operation 
and with which the lace will be securely 
held. . 

A further object of my invention is to 
provide a lace fastening device which may 
be economically and quickly applied to the 
article with which it is to be used. 
The novel features of my invention are 

hereinafter fully described and claimed. 
‘In the accompanying drawing which 

illustrates the preferred embodiment of my 
invention, as applied to a shoe, 

Figure l is a front elevation of a portion 
of a shoe provided with my invention, the 
lace being shown unlaced. 

Fig. 2 is a view similar to Fig. 1, the lace 
being shown laced. 

Fig. 3 is a front elevation of one of the 
hooks and a part of the ?ap to which it is 
attached. 

Fig. 4 is a cross section on the line 4—4 of 
Fig. 3. 

Fig. 5 is a cross section on the line 5-5 of 
Fig 4. 

6 is a front elevation of one of the 
studs and a portion of the flap to which it 
is secured. 

Fig. 7 is a cross section on the line 7—7 
of Fig. 6. _ 

Fig. 8 is a cross section on the line 8—8 
of Fig. 7. ' 

Similar reference characters designate 
similar parts in the di?erent views. 

1 designates the front ?aps of a shoe, each 
?ap being provided with one or more eye 
lets 2, in which is adapted to be laced in the 
usual manner an ordinary shoe lace 3. 

Secured to each flap 1 above the eyelets 2 
are one or more studs 4, shown in detail in 
Figs. 6 to 8 and provided each with a trans 
verse eye 5, through which the lace 3 is 

adapted to extend and to be slidably 
mounted. 

Secured to each flap 1 is an ordinary lace 
hook 6 adapted to be releasably engaged by 
the lace 3 and located, preferably, inter~ 
mediate of and out of alinement with the 
adjacent stud 4 and eyelet 2. As shown in 
Figs. 1 and 2, each hook 6 is located, orefei» 
ably, at the inner side of a straight line con 
necting the adjacent stud and eyelet 2. 
As shown in the drawing, two studs 4 and 

two hooks 6 may be secured to each flap 1, 
one stud being above the other and the hooks 
being disposed alternately with respect to the 
studs. 
In the operation of my invention, the lace 

3 is extended in the ordinary cries-cross 
fashion through the eyelets 2, one end of 
the lace being then passed through the studs 
4 of one flap 1 and the other end of the lace 
being passed through the studs 4 on the other 
flap 1, as shown in Fig. 1. 
That ‘portion of the lace 3 between the 

lower stud 4 and upper eyelet 2 of each flap 
is then made to engage the hook 6 on the 
opposite ?ap l, as shown in Fig. 2. 
That portion of the lace 3 between the 

two studs 4 of each flap 1 is then made to 
engage the adjacent hook 6 of the opposite 
?ap, as shown in Fig. 2, following which 
the ends of the lace 3 are then drawn up 
wardly through the studs 4 and are tied to 
gether as shown in Fig. 2. 
In unlacing, the lace is untied and re 

leased from the hooks 6, thereby‘ giving the. 
lace su?‘icient slack for the removal of the 
shoe. 
By having the hooks 6 disposed out of 

alinement with the straight lines connecting 
the upper eyelets 2 and the adjacent studs 4, 
the hooks do not interfere with the manipu 
lation of the lace, but permits it to be freely 
grasped for the purpose of hooking it over 
the hook of the opposite ?ap. 
As the lace is always in engagement with 

the studs 4, by being slidably mounted in 
the eyes 5 thereof, it is retained in con 
venient form for manipulation. 

I do not limit my invention to the struc 
ture shown and described, as modi?cations, 
within the scope of the appended claims, 
may be made without departing from the 
spirit of my invention. 
What I claim is: 
1. In a lace fastening device, two mem 

bers having lace engaging means, two studs 
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provided each witha transverse eye adapted 
to have a lace slidably mounted therein, said 
studs being secured respectively to said 
two members, and two lace engaging devices 
mounted respectively on said two members 
intermediate of said studs and said lace en 
gaging means, each of said lace engaging 
devices being adapted to be releasably en 
gaged by that portion of the lace which is 
mounted in the stud of the opposite member. 

:2. In a lace fastening device, two mem 
bers having lace engaging means, two studs 
each having a transverse eye adapted to re 
ceive a lace, said studs being respectively 
secured to said two members, and two lace 
engaging devices mounted respectively on 
said two members intermediate of said studs 
and said lace engaging means, each of said 
devices being located out of alinement with 
the adjacent stud and lace engaging means. 

3. In a lace fastening device, two mem 
bers having lace engaging means, two studs 
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each having a transverse eye adapted to re 
ceive a lace, said studs being respectively se 
cured to said members, and two lace engag 
ing hooks respectively mounted on said 
members intermediate of said studs and said 
lace engaging means, each hook being lo 
cated out of alinement with the adjacent 
stud and lace engaging means. 

4:. In a lace fastening device, two mem 
bers having each an eyelet adapted to re 
ceive therethrough a lace, two studs respec 
tively secured to said members and having 
each a transverse eye for receiving said lace, 
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and two lace engaging devices respectively 
mounted on said members intermediate of 
said studs and said eyelets. I ' > 

5. In a lace fastening device, two mem 
bers each ‘having an eyelet adapted to re 
ceive a lace, two studs respectively secured 
to said members and having each a trans 
verse eye for receiving said lace, and two 
lace engaging devices respectively mounted 
on said members intermediate of said studs 
and said eyelets, each device being disposed 
out of alinement with the adjacent stud and 
eyelet. 

6. Ina lace fastening device, two mem 
bers having each an eyelet for receiving a -' 
lace, two studs respectively secured to said 
members and having each a transverse eye 
for receiving said lace, and two hooks re 
spectively mounted on said members and 
adapted to releasably engage said lace and 
disposed intermediate of said studs and said 
eyelets. 

7. In a lace fastening device, two mem 
bers having each an eyelet for receiving a 
lace, two studs respectively secured to said 
members and having each a transverse eye 
for receiving said lace, and two hooks 
adapted to releasably engage said lace and 
respectively mounted ‘on said members in 
termediate of said studs and said eyelets, 
each hook being disposed out of alinement 
with the adjacent stud and eyelet. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my 

name to this speci?cation. ' 
J O-HN LIPINSKI. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for ?ve cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. G.” 
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