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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, EDWARD BENSON, citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Miami, 
in the county of Gila and State of Arizona, 
have invented new and useful Improvements 
in Shoe~Lace Clasps, of which the following 
is a speci?cation. 
This invention relates to devices for hold 

ing in place the bow-knot usually tied in 
shoe laces, and for preventing the same 
from untying. 
The invention has for its obj ect to provide 

an efficient and easily applied device of the 
character stated, and one which is simple 
in construction, and which can be cheaply 
manufactured. . . 

WVith the object stated in View, the inven 
tion consists in a novel combination and ar 
rangement of parts to be hereinafter de 
scribed and claimed, and in order that the 
same may be better understood, reference is 
had to the accompanying drawing forming 
a part of this speci?cation. 
1n the drawing— ~ 
Figure 1 is a plan view showing the ap-' 

plication of the invention; 
Fig. 2 is a plan view of the device; 
Fig. 8 is a longitudinal section thereof, 

and . 

Fig. 4: is a transverse section. 
Referring speci?cally to the drawing, the 

device consists of two pivotally connected 
jaw members 5 and 6, respectively, between 
which the how 7 of the shoe lace 8 is held, 
the top plate 5 having an aperture 9 in which 
the knot 10 of the bow is adapted to seat. 
The two plates are alike in shape, they being 
oval and slightly concave-convex, the bottom 
of the plates being the concave side. 
The bottom plate 6 has two upstanding 

hinge lugs 11 at its edge between which 
lugs seats a hinge lug 12 depending from the 
top plate 5, and a pin 13 passing through 
these matching lugs completes the pivotal 
or hinge connection between the two plates. 
A small, flat spring 111 is fastened to the 
top of the bottom plate 6 by a screw 15 .and 
presses against the lug 12 in a way to hold 
the two plates in closed position, the plates 
being thus provided with a spring hinge 
connection. : 
In the bottom plate 6 are two spaced aper 

tures 16 located on opposite sides of the 
center thereof. The aperture 9 of the top 
plate 5 is at the center thereof. 

In use, the top plate 5 is swung up from 
the bottom plate 6 and the device is placed 
so that the bottom plate ?ts the outside of 
the shoe at the top, with the apertures 16 
registering with the two top lacing eyes of 
the shoe. The two ends of the lace are then 
passed through the apertures 16 and tied 
into a how 7, after which the top plate 5 
is swung down toward the bottom plate to 
clamp the how, the knot 10 thereof seating 
in the aperture 9 of the top plate. The 
device is held in place on the shoe by the 
lace, and the bow-knot is effectually pre-_ 
vented from untying, the bow being clamped 
between the two plates. 
The concavo-conveX contour of the plates 

adapts the same to the curved contour of 
the shoe where the device seats, and it 
thus fits the shoe closely without detracting 
from the appearance thereof. 
In order that the device may fit over the 

lacing hooks, the bottom plate 6 has inden 
tations 17 to accommodate said hooks, the 
indentations being pressed into the plate 
from the bottom thereof. 
The device can be easily and quickly ap 

plied and removed, and it is simple in con 
struction and therefore inexpensive to man 
ufacture. 

‘I claim: 
1. A shoe lace clasp comprising a pair of 

‘opposite pivotally‘ connected clamping jaws 
located one above the other, one of the jaws 
having spaced apertures through which the 
ends of the lace are adapted to be passed to 
anchor the clasp to the shoe, and the other 
jaw having a central bow-knot receiving 
aperture on opposite sides of which the ?rst 
mentioned apertures are located. 

2. A shoe lace clasp comprising a pair of 
opposite pivotally connected clamping jaws 
located one above the other, one of the jaws 
having spaced apertures through which the 
ends of the lace are adapted to be passed to 
anchor the clasp to the shoe, and the other 
jaw having a central bow-knot receiving 
aperture on opposite sides of which the first 
mentioned apertures are located, the ?rst 
mentioned jaw also having bottom inden 
tations at its ends. 
In testimony whereof I a?x my signature. 

EDWARD BENSON. 

?optea of this patent may be obtained for ?ve cents each, by addressing the "Gommissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. 0.” 
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