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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WARREN ,D. FERRIS, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Buf 
falo, in the county of Erie and State of New 
York, have invented new and useful Im 
provements in Rule-Holders, of which the 
following is a speci?cation. 
This invention relates to the clips or 

holders employed for retaining a rule, me 
chanic’s scale or similar article in a garment 
pocket and preventing its accidental loss. 
The object of my invention is the pro 

duction of an efficient device of this char 
acter which permits the ready ‘insertion and 
removal of the rule and which can be cheaply 
manufactured. 
In the accompanying drawings: 
Figure 1 is a front view of the holder 

applied to a pocket, showing a rule clasped 
in the holder. ‘ Fig. 2 is a vertical section on 
line 2—2, Fig. 1. Figs. 3 and 4 are perspec 
tive views of the holder taken from different 
sides thereof. 

Similar characters of reference indicate 
corresponding parts throughout the several 
views. 
The rule-holder comprises a clasp consist 

ing of front and rear bars or members 1 and 
2 preferably formed by doubling a strip of 
spring metal or other suitable material upon ' 
itself, whereby the members are connected 
together at one end of the clasp and discon 
nected at the other. These clasp members 
are spaced a sufficient distance apart to 
snugly receive a rule or similar article. The 
free ends of the clasp-members are separated 
to admit the rule laterally between them 
and the bodies of the members. To hold the 
rule more reliably from accidental lateral 
displacement through the open side of the 
clasp, the free end of its front member 1 
is bent inward sufficiently to form a guard 
lip 3, but not so far as to interfere with the 
convenient insertion of the rule. The corre 
sponding end of the rear clasp-member is 
preferably bent in the same direction, as 
shown at 4, to form a wide or ?aring mouth 
at the open end of the clasp. 
Extending. downwardly from the front 

member 1 of the clasp are a pair of spring 
tongues 5 and 6 arranged one in front of 
the other and properly spaced apart to 
tightly embrace the face or front wall of a 
garment-pocket for clasping the holder 
thereto. To facilitate the passage of the 
tongues over said wall, their lower ends are 

bent away from each other to form a ?aring 
mouth, as shown. The lower end of the 
rear tongue is normally bent or curved in 
wardly or rearwardly beyond the front mem 
ber of the clasp, as. shown by dotted lines 
in Fig. 2, so that upon fully inserting the 
rule said tongue is strained or de?ected 
forwardly, as shown by full lines in said 
?gure, thereby retaining the rule in the clasp 
with sufficient security to prevent its acci 
dental withdrawal and loss by the move 
ments of the wearer, such as bending over 
or reaching for objects on the ?oor. 
The bend connecting the upper portions 

of the spring tongues preferably extends a 
short'distance above the clasp-members l, 2, 
so that when the tongues are lowered to their 
limit on the face of the pocket, the clasp is 
concealed, as shown in Fig. 1. 

_In the use of the holder, it is readily ap 
plied by passing the spring tongues over the 
edge of the pocket, and the rule is placed 
into the clasp by pushing it laterally be 
tween the clasp-members. ' 
The entire holder with its clasp and 

tongues can be stamped from a single blank 
of spring steel or other appropriate ma 
terial, enabling it to be marketed at nominal 
cost. 

I claim as my invention :, 
1. A holder for a rule or the like, com 

prising a clasp composed of substantially 
horizontal front and rear members connected 
at one side of the clasp and disconnected and 
separated at the other side thereof to re-, 
ceive the rule laterally between them, a 
spring-tongue extending downwardly from 
said front member and adapted to bear 
against the face of a garment-pocket and a 
second spring-tongue also depending from 
the front member of said clasp and adapted 
to bear against the inner side of the pocket 
and the face of the rule, the free lower end 
of said second tongue being bent inwardly 
beyond the front member of the clasp. 

2. A holder for a rule or the like, compris 
ing a clasp consisting of a substantially hori 
zontal strip doubled on itself and having its 
members spaced apart and its free ends sepa 
rated to receive the rule laterally between 
them, a pair of spring-tongues carried by’ 
the front member of said clasp and extend 
ing downwardly therefrom, said tongues 
being arranged one in front of the other and 
adapted to embrace the face of a garment 
pocketv and the rear tongue being bent in 
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Wardly beyond the front member of the 
clasp to bear against the face of the inserted 
rule. 

3. A holder for a rule or the like, compris 
ing a clasp consisting of asubstantially hori 
zontal strip doubled on itself and having its 
members spaced apart and its free ends sepa 
rated to receive the rule laterally between 
them, the free end of said front clasp-mem 

10 ber having an inwardly-bent guard-lip, a 
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pair of spring-tongues carried by the front 
member of said clasp and extending down 
wardly therefrom, said tongues being ar 
ranged one in front of the other and adapt 
ed to embrace the face of a garment-pocket 
and the rear tongue being bent inwardly be 
yond the front member of the clasp to bear 
against the face of the inserted rule. 

WARREN ‘D. FERRIS. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for ?ve cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. 0.” 


