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To all whom it may concern: 1 ' 

Be'it known that I, FRANGESCA C; SHOT: 
WELL, a citizen of the United States, and a 
resident of Monroe, ‘in the parish of 
Ouachitaand State of‘Louisiana', have in 
vented a vCollapsible Funnel, of which they 
following is a speci?cation. 
My invention is an'improvement in col-' , 

<lapsible ‘funnels adapted for' conducting va 
rious materials, the same being formed of 
vmetallic springs and covering-which allow 
it to be folded up‘ and stored in a small. 
metal container and which automatically 
opens up when partly released from the con; 
tainer. The container,‘ which also acts as 
a discharge tube, has a screw cap; the_dia-_ 
'phragm of'the cap may be of thinmetal, 
either with or without perforations or .ve 
?ne meshes according to use intended. ~ ' 

The details of construction, arrangement, 
and combination of parts are as hereinafter 

ing drawing in which—— 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the fun- _ 

nel in opened position, ready for use. Fig. f 
2 is a perspective'view of the funnel in col 
lapsed position.‘ Fig. 3 is a sectional‘ view of 

' the same. Fig. 4 is a fragment view of the 

30 
lower part of the funnel. Fig. 5 is a view of 
the cap ‘when used for ?ltering. , 

1 represents the springs which are formed 
with a loop (2) at the bottom and held to 

‘ gether with a clamping sleeve (3). 
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4 indicates the water proof material form 
ing the cone of the funnel, which may be 
fastened to the springs by any suitable‘ 
means. , 

5 represents a thumb piece, being. an ex 
tension of one of the springs used in‘ re 
leasing and opening the funnel. Any other 
suitable means may be employed for this 
purpose. ' 

6 represents 
the funnel is collapsed and stored, having a 
?ange (7-) at the top to hold it'in position-; 
it is formed with threads (8) at the bot 
tom to receive a straining (9) or ?lterin 
(9“) ‘cap. This cap retains the closed funne 
in place, and can be removed at any time to ~ 
be cleaned. The diaphragm of the strain 
ing'capr(9) has perforations (10) for es 
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the metal'container in which 
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“cape of water or liquid and a center aper 
ture' (11) for'the exhaust pipe when used 
for ?lling automobile radiator. The ?lter 
ing cap (9“) is ?lled with’?nely Woven wire 
meshing diaphragm (10'“‘) or other material 
best suited for ?ltering purposes, when ~‘used 

- for ?lling gasolene tank. ‘ 
By the construction and combinationvof 

parts above described, I produce a funnel 
‘that can» be‘ collapsed and stored in a very 
small space and automatically opened and 
ready for use, and which, complete, is es 
pecially adapted to and intended for use in 
connection with automobile radiators and‘v 
gasolene tanks and can be made as part 
thereof or separately ?tted in and attached 
thereto, so as not to be ‘in any manner in‘ 

' the way and at all times ready for use. 
' When used for ?lling automobile radia 
tors or gasolene tanks, it becomes perma 
nent and ?xed, therefore not liable to be mis 
laid or lost; it renders the ?lling easier, ob- . 
viates spilling of liquids on the machine 
and estops the admission of dirt or refuse of 
any kind into the radiator 0r gasolene tank, 
thereby secu-ringcleanliness and preventing 
rust and other injury to the machine. _ 
'I do not wish to limit myself to the use 

of the funnel in connection with automobile 
radiators and gasolene tanks, but intend it 
for any other purpose for which it may vbe 
found useful. ' . - ‘ \ 

' What I claim is: I = 
A: portable collapsible funnel comprising 

a tubular container having a laterally pro 
jecting ?ange at itsupper part adapted to 
rest- on the upper side of an opening 
through which the funnel is directed, a re 
movably disposedstrainer insaid container, 
an outwardly ?aring telescoping part of 
?exible material forming the upper part of 
the funnel and spring- arms adapted to'hold 
[said part in expanded position when the 
funnel is open, one of said arms being pro 
vided with an ‘extension whereby said ?exi 
’ble part may be easily withdrawn from said 
container. ~ 

' FRANCESCA. C. SHOTWELL. 
'Witnesses: , . i ‘ ' 

A. J. SHOTWELL, ' 
A. S. HAMILTON. 
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