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1,197,332.. Specification ot Letters Patent. Patented Sept, 5, llgßäî, 
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To all whom ¿t ̀ may concern : 
Be it known that I, CHARLES Ll Barns, a. 

citizen of the United States, residing at ‘Chi 
cago, ~in the county of Cook and State of 
Illinois, have invented certa-in new and use 
ful Improvements in Combined Racket Cov 
erings and Presses, of which the following is 
a full, clear, concise, and'eXact description, 

the accompanying 
drawings,~ forming apart of this specifica 
tion. . ’ ' 

My invention relates to an improvedpress‘ 
and cover for tennis rackets, and its object 
is to provide a device comprising a clamping 
arrangement whereby a tennis racket frame 
may be prevented from warping and a mois 
ture-proof covering to prevent the ~guts 
strung upon the racket from being aifected 
by atmospheric changes. I find that if the 
>press alone is used, the guts are subjected' 
to atmospheric changes and are apt to be~ 
come loose or broken, due to these atmos~ 
pheric changes. If, onv the other hand, a 
moisture-proof cover alone were used, the 
guts are not likely to break, but the frame is 
likely to _be warped out of plane. ' 

It is the object of my invention, therefore„ 
to provide a thoroughly satisfactory and edi 
cient press and cover combined in a single 
device. ' 

My invention will be more readily under 
stood by referring to the accompanying 
drawings, in wliic  
Figure 1 is an elevational view of the de~ 

vice of my invention; Fig. 2 is a similar view 
illustrating the same in unclamped position; 
Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sectional view of the 
device of my invention; Fig. 4 is a fragmen 
tary sectional view taken on the line 4_4 
of Fig. 1; Fig. 5 is a fragmentary sectional 
view of a slightly modified arrangement 
taken through the clamping frames and cov 
ering on a line substantially normal to the 

.' axis of the tennis racket handle; Fig. öillus 

50 

trates a slightly modified arrangement for 
retaining one of the clamping frames with- ' 
in its individual cover; and Fig. 7 is a view 
similar to Fig. 4 illustrating a slightly modi 
ilied arrangement. » 

Similar characters of reference refer to 
~. similar parts throughout ythe several views. 

55 

Refen'ing‘ñrst to Figs, 1 to 4, inclusive, I 
have illustrated a tennis racket of the usual' 
type comprising a frame 8, handle 9, and 
guts 10 strung upon said frame. The com 
bined press and cover of my invention com 

prises a pair of clamping frames 11 designed 
to lie lone on each side of the racket gut 
frame. While I prefer to make these 
clamping frames of wood, they may of 
course` be made of any suitable material _ 
without departing from the spirit“ of my in' 
vention. These clamping frames 11 are sub 
stantially similar in conformation to the 
frame 8 of the racket. As is clearly shown 
in Figs. 1 and 2, each of the clamping 
frames 11 has a portion thereof cut away at 
12, to provide an opening through which the 
handle of the racket may be inserted when 
the two parts of the press are opened, as 
shown in Fig. 2. I also provide a covering 
of canvas, khaki, or other moisture-proof 
material, said covering comprising a recep 
tacle 13 for the handle of a tennis racket, 
vand portions 14 and 15 forming pockets for 
the clamping frames 11. As is clearly 
shown in Fig. 3, the portion 14 of the cover 
ing .comprises a strip of material 16 arranged 
to lie between the adjacent clamping frames 
11 and the racket gut frame. 'I‘he portionV . 
15 of the covering also comprises a strip of 
material 17 arranged to lie between the strip 
16 and the gut frame of the racket so that 
when a stress is exerted upon the clampingk 
frames tending to draw> them together by 
means of suitable devices to be hereinafter 
described, a tight moisture-proof joint is 
formed between the racket gut frame and the 
clamping frame which bears against the 
strip 16. ` 

As is most clearly illustrated in Fig. 4, 
there is formed in one of the clamping frames 
11 a plurality of openings 18, each of which 
registers with a corresponding opening in a 
plate 19 held in position by a cap 20 in turn 
retained in position by the screws 21. Ad 
justably mounted in each of the plates 19> 
and retained in position by the adjacent cap 
20 is a bolt 21’ which projects inwardly 
through the slot 18 and is arranged to *pro 
ject through an elongated slot 22 in the óp 
posite clamping frame 11, which elongated 
slot 22 registers with a corresponding slot 1n 

' the bottom of a cup 23, which cup comprises 
a flange 24 which clamps the portion 14 of 

_the coverin to its inclosed clamping frame 
l1.J Threa ed upon each of the bolts 21’ is 

. a wing nut. 25. The lower portion of the 
nut is, of course, of greater diameter than 
the width of the ̀ slot 22. Disposed around 
each of the wing nuts 25 is a loose ring 26 
to which is attached one end of a cham 27 
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I strung upon the ~racket frame. v 
17 of the cover portion 15 is then pulled 

2 r 

having- its other end leading to a pin 28 
projecting through the cup 23 lin which the 
wing nut is disposed and embeddedy in the 
clamping frame 11 which-supports the cup, 
thereby preventing the loss of the nuts when 
unscrewed. Attention is directed to the fact 
that the bolts 21’ are arranged to- extend be 
tween the guts strung upon the racket frame 
and that, owing to the manner in which the 
bolts are mounted in the lower one of the 
clamping frames 11, it is possible readily 
to adjust the press to any size racket or to 
differences in the position of the guts with 
which various rackets may be ̀ strung. 
Owing to the slots 22 in the upper one of the 
clamping frames, it is possible to find the 
openings for the several bolts much easier 
than would be the case if merely circular 
holes were provided in the upper clamping 
frame 11. 

rl‘he strip 17 of the portion 15 of the cov 
ering is provided with a plurality of in 
wardly-projecting tongues or tabs 29, each 
of which is provided with an eyelet 30 ar 
ranged to fit over one of the bolts 21’. The 
tabs 29 are provided to retain the strip 17 
in proper position when the frames 11 are 
clamped upon the frame of a racket. 
When a racket is to be inserted in the 

moisture-proof covering and between the 
clamping frames 11 the device is in the po 
sition illustrated in Fig. 2 of the drawings, 
and the racket handle is inserted inthe re 
ceptacle 13. The frame of the racket is then 
positioned against the adjacent clamping 
frame 11 with the bolts carried by said 
clamping frame projecting through the lguts 

The strip 

over the edge of the racket .to assume the 
position shown in Fig. 2, the eyelets of the 
tabs 29 being slipped over the ends of the 
bolts as shown. The other clamping frame 
11 is then moved so as to rest against >the 
racketframe and the bolts 21 are permitted 
to slip into the slots 22 in this last-men 
tioned clamping frame. 
to be done is to screw the nuts 25 on the bolts 
21’, whereupon the clamping frames are 
drawn toward each other, thus clamping the 
racket frame between said clamping frames 
and forming a tight joint between the racket 
frame and the clamping frame disposed in 
the portion 14 of the moisture-proof cover 
ing. The strip 16 of the portion 14 of the 
covering is secured to the adjacent clamp 
ing member 11 by means of suitable tape. 
and tacks or other suitable means, as shown. 
Suitable handles are preferably attached .to 
the portions 1_4 and 15 of the moisture-proof 
covering in order that the combined cover 
'ing and press and a racket disposed therein 
may be easily carried. 

' In Fig. 5 of the drawings Iv have applied` 
the same reference numbers to the parts as 
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are applied to the corresponding parts in 
Figs. 1 to 4, inclusive, and in addition have 
associated the letter “a” with each of the 
reference numerals. The only essential dif 
ference between the arrangement illustrated 
in Fig. 5 and the arrangement illustrated in 
Figs. 1 to 4, inclusive, is the fact that the 
portion 15a comprises a strip 31 arranged 
to lie between Jthe racket frame and the lower 
one of the clamping frames 11'n1 i'n addition 
to the strip 17 a which lies between the racket 
frame and the other one of the clamping 
frames 11a. 

Fig. G shows a modified arrangement for 
drawing the strip 17 over the upper side of 
the racket frame when the racket is inserted 
within the press. In the arrangement of 
Fig. 6, I dispense with the tabs 29 and the 
eyelets 30 and substitute a strip of fabric 16b 
sewed to the edge of the-strip 17b to form a 
pocket through which the drawstring 32 
may be threaded. After the handle of the 
racket has been thrust into the portion 13 
of the cover, the strip 17b may be pulled 
over the edge of the frame, whereupon the 
draw-string 32 is tightened and knotted 
as at 33 to hold the strip 17b firmly in posi 
tion over the upper side of the racket frame, 
as shown in Fig. 6. 
In Fig. 7 I have illustrated a modiíied . 

arrangement for clamping the frames 11 
upon the gut frame of the racket. In this 
View the racket frame is illustrated at 35 
and the guts at 36. The clamping frames 
disposed on opposite sides of >the racket 
frame are shown at 37, 37 and with the 
clamping members 37 is associated a mois 
ture-proof covering similar to the covering 
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illustrated in the preceding figures. Asso- v 
ciated with the one of the Iclamping frames 
37 which, for convenience, I shall refer to as 
the lower clamping frame, is a plurality of 
internally threaded members 38, each re 
tained in position by screws 39 extending 
through a flange with which said member 

» is provided. The upper clamping frame 37 
All that remains . is provided with a plurality of cups 40 and 
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in each of these cups is an opening 41 ar- l 
ranged to register with ançopening 42 in 
the upper clamping frame 37 by which the 
cup is supported. Projecting down through 
the opening in the lower end of each 0f the 
Acups 40 is a bolt 42’ provided with threads 
at its lower end arranged to engage thel in 
ternal threads of one of the members 38' 
supported by the lower clamping frame 37. 
The boltsV4 42’ are provided with enlarged 
portions 43 within the cups and suitable 
wings are provided for operating the bolts. 
The bolts are inserted through the enlarged 
portions of the openings 41 in the cups 40 
before the cupsA are secured in final posi-l. 

. tion. After the cups have been secured 1n 
final position, the threads at thelower ends 
of the bolts prevent the bolts from being 
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withdrawn through the openings in the 
lower portions of the cups because the en 
larged portions of the openings in the cups 
are closed lby the upper clamping frame 37 
supporting the cups 40. ' 
While I have described my invention as 

intended for use in clamping and protecting Í 
tennis rackets, it should be borne vin mind 
that my device may be used in connection 
with rackets of all kinds, whether they be 
tennis rackets or not. j ‘ 

While I have illustrated my invention in 
the particular embodiments herein shown 
and described, I wish to claim broadly any 
equivalent constructions that may suggest 
themselves to those skilled in the art. 
What „I claim as new and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent of the United States is: 
l. In a device of the class described, a 

receptacle for a racket handle, a pair of 
clamping frame covers attached to said re 

. ceptacle, a pair of clamping frames one dis 
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posed in each of said clamping frame covers, 
each of said clamping frames having sub 
stantially the conformation of the gut frame 
of a racket, devices for drawing said clamp 
ing frames together to clamp the gut frame 
of a racket therebetween and means car 
ried by one of the covers arranged to pro 
ject inwardly between the racket and one 
of the clamping frames to form a tight joint 
when the clamping frames are drawn to 
gether. 

2. In a device of the class described, a 
pair of connected clamping frame covers, a 
pair of clamping :trames one disposed in 
each of said clampingA frame covers, each 
'of said clamping frames having substan 
tially the conformation of the gut fra-me of 
a racket, devices for drawing said clamp 
ing frames together to clamp the gut frame 
of a racket therebetween and means car~ 
ried` by` one of the Vcovers arranged to pro 
ject inwardly between the racket and one 
of the clamping frames to form a tight joint 
'when the clamping frames are drawn to 
gether. - 

3. In combination, a pair of moisture 
tight clamping frame covers, a clamping 
frame disposed in each of said covers, each 
of said clamping V:frames having substan 
tially the conformation of the gut frame of 
a racket, and devices for drawing said 
clamping frames together to clamp the 
frame of _a racket therebetween, eachof said 
covers comprising a portion arranged to 
project into the space between its associated 
clamping frame and the racket to~ form a. 
tight joint when the lclamping frames are 
drawn together. _ . ._  

4. In combination, a pair of -clampi?'g 
frame covers, a clamping frame disposed in 
each of said covers, each of said clamping 
frames having substantially the conforma 
tion of a racket gut frame but wider than 

the racket frame, a plurality of bolts sup 
ported by one of said clamping frames ar 
ranged to project between the guts of a 
racket and through apertures in the other 
clamping framemear the inner edge thereof, 
and nuts threaded upon said bolts adapted 
to draw said clamping frames toward each 
other to clamp the gut frame of a ̀ racket 
therebetween. , 

5. In combination, _a pair of clamping 
frame covers, a clamping frame disposed-in 
each of said covers, each of said clamping 
frames having substantially the conforma 
tion of a racket gut frame but wider than 
the racket frame, a -plurality of bolts sup 
ported by one of said clamping frames ar 
ranged to project between thee guts of a 
racket and through apertures in the other 
clamping frame near the inner edge thereof, 
and nuts threaded upon said bolts adapted 
to draw said clamping frames toward each 
other to clamp the gut frame of a racket 
therebetween, each of said clamping frame 
covers arranged to project into the space be 
tween its associated clamping frame and the 
racket frame to form a tight joint when the 
clamping frames are drawn toward each 
other. 

6. In a device of the class described, a re 
ceptacle for a racket handle, a pair of 
clamping frame coversf?carried with said» 
handle receptacle, a clamping frame dis~ 

~ posed in each of said clamping frame covers, 
and devices for drawing said clamping 
frames toward each other to clamp the gut 
frame of a racket disposed therebetween, 
each of said clamping frame covers com 
prising a portion arranged to project into 
the space between its associated clamping 
Iframe and the tennis racket to form a mois 
ture-proof joint when said clamping frames 
are drawn toward each other. 

7. In combination, a pair of connected 
clamping >frame covers, a clamping frame 
disposed in each of said clamping frame 
covers, a plurality of bolts connected with 
one of said clamping frames adapted to pass 
between the guts of a racket frame and 
through apertures in the other clamping 
frame, nuts threaded upon said bolts where 
by the clamping frames and covers may be 

» drawn toward each other to clamp a racket 
vgut frame therebetween, one of said clamp 
ing frame covers comprising a portion 
adapted'to'project into the space between 
its associated clamping frame and the 
'racket `frame, _a plurality of tongues car 
ried 'by said last-mentioned portion of one 
of the clamping frame covers, and an aper 
-ture in each of said tongues through which 
one of said bolts is adapted to pass. ` 
Y 8. In combination, a covering comprising 
a receptacle for the handle of a racket and 
a pair of clamping frame pockets, a clamp 
ing frame disposed in each- of said pockets, 
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a plurality of bolts carried by one of said 
frames arranged to pass between the guts 
strung on a racket frame, nuts arranged to 
engage said bolts to draw the clamping 
frames toward each other to clamp the 
racket gut frame disposed between said 
clamping frames, said bolts being adjust 
able-with respect to their supporting clamp~ 
ing frame. 

9. A device of the class described com 
prising a pair of clamping frames, a pair 
of connected covers for said clamping 
frames, each of said clamping frames having 
substantially the conformation of a racket 
gut frame, bolts carriedk by one frame ar 
ranged to pass between the guts of a racket 
frame vdisposed between said clamping 
frames, and a plurality of“ nuts adapted to 
engage said bolts to draw said clamping 
frames toward each other to clamp a racket 
frame therebetween, said bolts being adjust 
able with respect to their supporting clamp- . 
ing frame. i 

10. 1n combination, a cover comprisingr a 
receptacle for a racket handle and a pair of 
clamping frame pockets, a clamping frame 
disposed in each 'of said pockets, each of 
said clamping frames having substantially 
the conformation of .a racket gut frame, a 
plurality of bolts carried by one of said _ 
clamping frames arranged to pass between 
the guts of a racket frame disposed between 
said clamping frames and through elongated 
openings-in the other clamping frame, to 
gether with nuts threaded upon said bolts 
arranged to draw the clamping frames t0 
gether to clamp a racket frame therebe 
tween, each of said clamping frame pockets 

' comprising a portion adapted to project into 
40 the space between its associated clamping 
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frame and the racket to form a tight joint 
when the clamping ̀ frames are drawn toward 
each other.v 

11. A device of the class described com 
prising a moisture-proof covering, a clamp 
ing device within the covering arranged to 
press evenly upon opposite faces of an inf 
closed racket frame to prevent warping of 
the same and means carried by the covering 
arranged to project inwardly between the 
racket and the clamping device to form a 
tight joint when the clamping frames are 
drawn together. 

12. A combined racket case and press com 
prising a pair of clamping frames arranged 
to lie on opposite sides of a racket gut frame, 
means for drawing the clamping framesfone 
toward the other to clamp the racket gut 
frame therebetween, and vcovers for said 
clamping frames provided with means ar 
ranged to project in between the clamping 
frames and the gut frame. 

13. In a device of the class described the 
combination with a pair of clamping frames 
arranged to lie on opposite sides of a racket 
gut` frame, mechanism for drawing the 
clamping frames one toward the other to 
clamp the racket gut frame therebetween, 
and a pair of connected covers, one for 
each of said clamping frames, each cover 
provided with a marginal portion arranged 
to project in between its associated clamp 
ing frame and the racket gut frame. 
In witness whereof, I hereunto subscribe 

my name this 24th day of October, A. D., 
1913. 

CHARLES L. BATES. 
Witnesses: u 

A. G. MCCALEB, 
ALBIN C. AHLBERG. 
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