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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that l, JosErH. WAY, J12, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Philadelphia, in the county of Philadelphia 
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented 
new and useful Improvements in Receptacles 
and Bags, of which the following is a speci 
?cation. _ 

This invention relates to improvements in 
paper bags and analogous receptacles, and 
has for an object to provide a receptacle 
or carrier capable of being readily and con 
veniently carried. 
The invention relates more particularly 

to the usual merchandise containing paper 
bag and which, adjacent the open end there 
of, is provided with a plurality of rein 
forced hand receiving openings, the latter 
being adapted to form a hand hold, when 
the bag is being carried, and furthermore 
effectively close the open end of the bag 
to‘prevent the commodities con?ned therein 
from accidental removal or from becoming 
contaminated with dust or dirt. 
With these and other ends in. view which 

will readily appear as the nature of the in» 
vention is better understood, the same con» 
sists in the improved construction and novel 
arrangement and combination of parts 
which will be hereinafter fully described 
and particularly pointed out in the claims. 
In the accompanying drawings there has 

been illustrated a simple and preferred 
form of the invention, it being, however, 

' understood that no limitation is necessarilyr 
made to theprecise structural details therein 
exhibited, but that changes alterations and 
modi?cations within the scope of the claims 
may be resorted to when desired. 
In the drawing :—Figure l is a side ele 

vation of the bag or receptacle comprising 
the present invention, Fig. ‘2 is a similar 
view illustrating the bag when in a p0si~ 
tion ‘to be carried, Fig. 3 is a transverse 
section on the line 3——3 of Fig. 1, Fig. 4 
is a similar view on the line H of Fig. 
2, and Fig. 5 is a detail view illustrating 
a slightly modi?ed method of reinforcing 
the hand receiving openings. 

Similar characters of reference denote 
like parts throughout all of the views of 
the drawing. 
Referring more particularly to the draw 

ings there is shown an ordinary form of 
merchandise receiving bag 1, provided with 
the usual closed end 2 and an entrance or 
open extremity 3. In order to facilitate the 
operation of carrying the bag, the latter is 
preferably provided, adjacent the extremity 
3, with vertically spaced elongated openings 
& and by which the bag will be readily sup 
ported in a simple method. to be presently 
disclosed. After the bag 1 has been ?lled 
and is ready to be carried, the extremity 
3 is folded on a line, located between the 
slots or openings 4 and indicated as at 5 
by dotted lines in Fig. 1, until said extrem 
ity 3 is positioned against the body, of the 
bag. This action results in alining for reg 
istering the openings 4: and in simultane 
ously closing the entrance extremity of said 
bag so as to prevent commodities positioned 
therein from becoming accidentally lost. 
By passing the hand through the aliniug 
openings the bag can be readily grasped 
so as to be conveniently carried, and when 
so‘ carried said bag will be e?'ectively sealed, 
eliminating the use of cord, twine or other 
securing elements. 
_ When said bag is formed of relatively 
thin paper or similar material, practice has 
disclosed that it is necessary' for one or more 
of the openings 4 to be reinforced by some 
suitable means, so that, when the bag is 
carried, the weight of the material therein 
will not be of sufficient strength to tear the 
bag around the opening so as to destroy the 
utility of the latter. The reinforcing means, 
acts in the capacity of a. hand. grip, enabling 
the carrier of the bag to obtain a better 
hold thereon, and moreover, greatly pro 
longs the life of said bag; 
The preferred form of reinforcing the 

openings It has been clearly illustratedpin 
Figs._ 1 to 4: the drawings and consists 
in securing to one side oi the bag 1 rein 
forcing strips 6, which completely surround 
said openings 4 and are of sutlicient strength 
to prevent the body of the bag from tearing 
when being carried. The strips are prefer~ 
ably formed of relatively heavy card board 
and are secured to said bag by a suitable 
adhesive or by any other convenient means. 
Another method of reinforcing the open 
ings 4 has been disclosed in Fig. 5 of the 
drawings, wherein wire elements 7 have been 
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shown as secured to the body 1 in a posi 
tion to surround the said hand receiving 
openings. The functions of the elements 
7 are identical‘ with those of the strips 6 , 
and therefore need no additional descrip 
tion concerning their duties. v 
From the foregoing it will be seen that 

the objects of the present invention have 
been achieved, and all the advantageous 
features above mentioned, are among others, 
present. The bag is of simple construction, 

_ of few‘ parts, and absolutely reliable in all 

15 

respects. From a commercial standpoint, 
the bags constructed in accordance with the 
present‘invention will be far more economi 
cal to use than the ordinary form, inasmuch 
as the improved bags will be used a number 

1,190,492 

of times, whereas ordinary bags are gener 
ally destroyed after a single usage. 

I claim :— . 

A bag of the class described embodying 
a commodity receiving body having a nor 
mally open end and formed adjacent said 
end with a pair of vertically spaced hand 
receiving openings, the marginal portion of 
said body being bent downwardly at a point 
between said openings and brought to bear 
against the body portion for registering 
said openings with one another, and a re 
inforcing member surrounding each of said 
openings and serving as a hand grip. 
In testimony whereof I a?ix my signa 

ture. 
JOSEPH WAY, JR.‘ 
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