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pose, and cut oi‘i'1 by means of a cutting 
blade, preferably V-shaped, shown at 25, 
Figs. a and 5, projecting from the disk 16; 
the arms ll and l2 may now be forced to 
ward each other manually, thereby disen 
gaging the plates 13 from the clips 9, and 
the capi~ reversed into the position shown in 
Fig. 2, the device now being ready for stor 
age, as in a pocket or the like.` 

It will thus be seen that I provide a con 
tainer for dental floss wherein said ñoss is ' 
maintained in a cleanly manner, and I also 
provide the arms ll and 12 between which 
the floss is held under desired tension, for 
use, and I further provide a cutter to remove 
the used length of floss. 
My invention is very simple, though 

highly efficient, and, while I have shown a 
present preferred form of embodiment of 
my invention, I do not limit myself there 
to, but may make changes thereover, within 
the scope of the following claims, without 
departing` from the spirit of my invention 
or sacrificing its advantages. Y 
Having fully described my invention, 

. what I claim as new, and desire to secure 
by Letters Patent, is :_ 

1. A device of the class described, com 
prising a container for a supply of dental 
thread, a cap adapted to be reversed there« 
on, means for holding said cap in place, 
two arms in pivotal connection with said 
container, a plate on each arm engaged by 

- the respective cap holding means when said 
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cap is removed therefrom, one of said arms 
being tubular to permitvthe passage of said 
thread therethrough, and means for holding 
a length of said thread between said arms 
under tension in position for use. v 

2. A device of the class described, com 
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prising a tube, a removable cap therefor, a 
vial in said tube, adapted to contain a sup 
ply of dental thread, two arms in pivotal 
connection with said tube through one of 
which said thread is passed, means fol 
holding said arms in spread positions, and 
means for detachably holding the end of 
said thread on the other of said arms. 

3. A device of the class described, coni 
prising a tube, a removable cap therefor, a 
vial in said tube, adapted to contain a 
supply of dental thread, two arms in pivotal 
connection with said tube and through one 
of which said thread is passed, means for 
holding said arms in spread positions, 
means for clamping said thread in the arm 
through which it is passed, and means for 

' detachably holding the end of said thread 
on the other of said arms. 

4». A device of the class described, com 
prising a container forv a supply of dental 
thread, a cap adapted to be reversed thereon, 
means for holding said cap in place, two 
arms in pivotal connection with said con 
tainer, a plate on each arm engaged by the 
respective cap holding means and jointlyr 
forming a. cover for said container when 
said cap is reversed, one of said arms being 
tubular to permit the passage of said thread, 
and means for tensionally holding a portion 
of said thread between the outer ends of said 
arms. 

In testimony whereof IV have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

JOHN PEALE DE L’EAU. 

Witnesses: 
R. W. BENNETT, 
I-I. VL. ANDnRsoN. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for ñve cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.” 
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