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T 0 all whom it may concern .1 
Be it known that I, Mrs. Ma'r'rm E. AI-IL 

BORN, a citizen of the United States. resid 
' ing at Dayton, in the county of Montgom 
ery and State of (lhio, have invented'certain 
new and useful Improvements in Head and 
Back Rests.- of which the following is a 
speci?cation. _ i . 

My invention relates to head and back 
rests for beds, used especially for hospital 
service. and has for ‘its primary ‘object to 
provide a support for the head and back of 
the patient. permitting the latter to be held 
in a recumbent position. . 
Another object of ‘my invention is to pro 

vide a device of the character described ha" 
ing means in connection therewith for en-~ 
gagement with the cross-pieces of a bed for 
adjustably supporting the back of the pa 
tient at various desired inclinations. the en 
gaging means having protecting means se 
cured thereto for preventing the dis?guring 
or marking of the bed. 
A further object of my invention is to 

provide improved means on the lower end of 
the head rest for preventing undue wear on 
the mattressand sheets. ' - 
A still further object of'my invention is 

to provide an improved pillow support for 
removable engagement with the head rest 
formed of washable material having means 
in connection therewith-for securely holding 
the same in. a normal positions, ' ' 

I A still further object of my invention is 
to provide a device of the character de 
scribed which is simple in construction, e?i~ 
cient in- operation. sanitary and one that can 
be placed on the market and manufactured 
at a minimum cost.‘ 7 ' 

Other objects as well as the nature, char 
acteristic features and scope'of my inven 
tion will be more readilyr understood from 
the following description taken in connec 
tion with the accompanying drawings and 
pointed out in the claim forminga part of 
this speci?cation. ‘ ' Y 

Referring to the drawings :——Figure 1 
represents a perspective view of my inven 
tion in position on. a bed; and Fig. 2 repre 
sents a transverse sectional view of my in; 
vention. ' 

Referring more particularly to the draw 
ings in which similar reference numerals 
designate; corresponding parts throughout 

55 the different views,‘ Iv provide the head of a 
' bed which in this instance comprises side 

posts 1 and 2 preferably integrally con 
nected by means of a cross-piece 3 and fur 
ther provided with _ an inner supportingr 
frame i. Detachably‘connected to the cross 
piece 3 and resting upon the mattress 5 po 
sitioned on the bed, is my improved head and 
back-rest (i. The rest in this instance con 
sists essentially of a substantiallyr U-shaped 
frame which is formed preferably of rod 
iron and bent upon itself to provide parallel 
legs 7. the latter having the free outer ends 
bent at an obtuse angle thereto and ?at 
tcned to provide elongated substantial ob 
long feet 8 which have their outer edges 
rounded as at 9 to prevent the same from 
cutting or otherwise marking the mattress or 
the sheets disposed thereon. 
For the purposeof supporting the rest 6. 

I have formed integral in spaced intervals 
with the connecting bar 10 of the frame, a 
plurality of substantially ?at hook-like en 
gaging members 11 which have secured to 
the inner surface thereof. preferably by 
means of cement, protecting strips 12 which 
consist essentially of thin felt for preventing 
undue wear or dis?guration on the cross; 
pieces of the bed. “Then it is desired to ad 
just the inclination of the rest it can easily 
be seen that the engaging members 11 can 
be removed from the cross-piece 3 and en 
gaged upon the cross-piece of the inner 
frame positioned beneath the cross piece 3. 
Because of the lightness of this rest the 
patient may himself adjust the rest to either 
of these positions at his leisure. In order 
to obviate the slightest inconvenience to the 
patient 'it is preferable that the ‘relative 
angles of the feet to the legs conform sub 
stantially to the mattress when the rest is in 
supporting position on the cross piece of 
the inner frame. 
A pillow support 13 formed of scrim or 

like material, in the form of a slip is remov 
ably secured about the legs 7 By forming 

. the pillow support of scrim. which material 
possesses great wearing qualities besides 
yielding to the'curvature of the patient’s 
back, the same can be easily and quickly 
washed, all of which features aid in making 
the same efficient and sanitary. Again, it 
can be easily seen that when pillows are 
placed upon this support they will maintain 
their position on the same, due to the fric 
tional engagement with the scrim and will 
not slide or become otherwise displaced as is 
usually the case in those supports formed of 
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wood or the like. If it is desired the legs 7 
of the frame may be slightly diverged and 
because of the resiliency of the material of 
which the frame is formed, a tension will be 
placed 1 the pillow support. For the pur 
pose of securely holding the scrim in :1 nor 
mal position on the frame and for prevent— 
ing the same from having sliding engage 
ment therewith, I have provided adjacent 
the upper nlarginal edges of the support a 
plurality of uniformly spaced openings 14: 
through which openings passes a piece of 
tape 15, the latter being wrapped about the 
connecting bar 9 of the frame and passed 
through the adjacent opening successively 
throughout- the length of the support. When 
it is desired to remove the support from the 
frame for the purpose of cleaning or wash 
ing, all that is necessary to do is to release 
the piece of tape 15 and slide the support 
from the frame. 

It is obvious from the construction and ar 
rangement of the engaging members. the 
shank or body portion of which extends in 
the same substantial plane of the rest, may 
be engaged over the cross-piece at the foot 
of the bed, not shown, when it is desired to 
air the same or when the same is not re 
quired by the patient. ' 

It must be noted from the above descrip 
tion taken in connection with the drawing, 
that I have provided a head and back rest 
comprising a few simple parts which can be 
adjusted to various inclinations and which 
parts can be easily and cheaply manufac 
tured and placed upon the market at a mini 
mum cost. 

It will be understood that the above de 
scription and accompanying drawings com 
prehend only the general and preferred em 
bodimeiit of my invention and that various 

minor changes in detail of construction, pro 
portion and arrangement of the parts may 
be made within the scope of the appended 
claim and without sacrificing any of the ad— 
vantages of my invention. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is :— 
A head and back rest for beds including a 

frame formed from a single piece of rod 
metal and bent upon itself into a substan 
tially U-shaped con?guration to provide a 
pair of spaced parallel supporting legs, 
elongated ?at feet formed on each of said 
legs by ?attening the terminals thereof, the 
edges of said feet being rounded to prevent 
the tearing of the bed clothes when the de 
vice is in position, said feet being disposed 
at an angle to said legs, ?at hook-like engag. 
ing members formed integral with the ver 
tex of the frame and adapted for engage 
ment with the cross piece of a bed for main 
taining the vertex in close parallel relation 
therewith, a pillow support slip removably 
arranged about the legs for yieldingly sup~ 
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porting the back and head of a patient, said . 
pillow_ support slip being provided with a 
plurality of uniformly spaced openings ad 
]acent the upper marginal edge thereof, and 
a piece of tape passing through said open 
ings and about the vertex of said frame 
alternately throughout the vertex of the‘ 
frame for removably holding said support 
in a position adjacent the vertex of the 
frame. 
In testimony whereof I a?‘ix my signature 

in presence of two Witnesses. 
Mns. MATTI‘E E. AHLBORN. 

\Vitnesses: 
D. W. Imnrs, 
RUTH JACKSON.~ 


