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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ADOLI’I-I H. BAUER, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resi 
dent of the borough of Manhattan, city, 
county, and State of New York, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Card Systems, of which the fol~ 
lowing is a speci?cation. 
This invention relates to card systems and 

has for its primary object the devising of 
means whereby cards are arranged in se 
quence in suitable manner to expose a por 
tion of each card at all times, which por 
tion may contain an index or other desired 
designation, and whereby the cards may 
be shifted to expose the body portion of any 
card to adapt it to be read, written upon 
or otherwise used without disarranging the ' 
other cards and whereby one or more cards 
may be withdrawn from the set or inserted 
at any place in the set without interfering 
with the order and arrangement of the other 
cards. ‘ 

The various other objects of the invention 
will be more fully set forth in the follow 
ing description of one form of a device em 
bodying the invention which consists in the ‘ 
new and novel features of construction and - 
combination of parts hereinafter set forth 
and claimed. 
In the preferred embodiment of my in 

vention the cards are pivotally mounted 
from one corner in detachable engagement 
upon a common pivot in suitably spaced re~ 
lationto permit the upper portion of each 
card to be exposed and stops are provided 
upon each card to prevent the adjacent card 
below from encroaching upon the space but 
permitting the cards to be swung about the 
common center to expose any card. 
Referring to the drawings forming part 

of this application, Figure 1 is plan view 
of a number of, cards forming a unit of the 
system. Fig. 2 is a sectional view of a set 
of units detachably secured upon a support. 
Fig. 3 is a plan view of several assembled 
‘cards showing a modi?ed form‘of stop. Fig. 
4c is a fragmental plan view of a support 
for the cards and several cards showing a 
modi?ed form of stop and means for hold 
ing the cards down upon the support. Fig. 
5 is a fragmental sectional view of a card 
showing another modi?ed form of stop, and 
Fig. 6 is a fragmental perspective view of a 

Speci?cation of Letters Patent. ‘ Patented June 8, 1915. 
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card showing still another modi?ed form of 
stop. 
The cards a may be of any desired gen— 

eral construction and made of any material, 
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and may be printed in any suitable manner ‘ i 
for the purposes intended. The cards have 
perforations 6 formed in their upper left 
hand corners, which are formed open at one 
portion by means of the comparatively 
narrow slots 0. r A support d of suitable 
sheet material as cardboard, aluminum and 
the like, provides a support for the cards 
and a post 6 is secured in the support for 
mounting the cards thereon. It is prefer 
ably in the form of a strip of comparatively 
thin metal to permit it to be passed through 
the slot 0 in the card when the card is re 
moved or inserted. 
The post 6 preferably constitutes one leg 

of a staple-like member having its other leg 
7” secured in the support at a suitable point 
to provide a stop for the ?rst or uppermost 
card of the set of cards a, and having the 
yoke 9 connecting the legs serving as a head 
for retaining the cards upon their pivotal 
post 6. The staple-like post and stop pass 
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through the support and may be clenched ’ 
or riveted on therear side or fastened in 
any other usual and well-known manner. 

Stops are provided'one for each of the 
cards. These may be of various construc 
tions and may be placed at various positions 
upon the cards. They serve to hold consecu 
tive cards from coinciding throughout and 
thereby permit a uniform space being eX 
posed to view upon each card. 

In Fig. 1 the stops it are formed by slit 
ting each card from the outer side edge up 
ward and rearward forming a V-shaped tab. 
This tab overlaps the card below and serves 
as a stop to prevent the engaged card from 
passing. The height of the slit in this in 
stance determines the space exposed on the 
card above the stop. , ~ ’ 

In Fig. 4: the stop 71,’ is formed by slitting 
the card from the lower edge near the outer 
side edge upward and outward thereby 
forming a V shaped top which overlaps the 
adjacent card to form a stop therefor° In 
this type of stop the extentto which the cut 
is made to the outer side edge of the card 
also determines the space provided between 
adjacent cards along the upper edge. ‘ 
The stop shown in Fig. 6 is placed in a . 
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position upon the card similar to that shown 
in Fig. 1. It is made in the form of a metal 
clip. The body portion 1' of this stop is 
folded over the edge of the card and the 
folded sides pressed tightly to the card. 
For better securing it, rivets or other devices 
may be used. The tongue y’ is formed to ex 
tend from the body portion and is offset in 
order that an adjacent card may be held be-' 
neath it similarly to the tabs already de 
scribed. . . 

, The stop 712 shown in Fig. 3 resembles an 
ordinary metal staple passed through the 
card and clenched in‘ the usual way on the 
rear side. This construction has the ad 
vantage that it may be placed comparatively 
near the pivotal point of the card. This 
form of stop does not'overlap the adjacent 
card but on account of being placed near the 
pivotal point there is little danger that the 

, card held by it will he accidentally lifted 
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high enough during manipulationof the 
system to’ bring it over the stop and thus 
encroach upon the space intended to be left _ 
exposed. V v 

The stop shown in Fig. 5 presents‘ another 
construction that'may be placed near the 

‘ pivot of the cards. This is formed of a 
folded strip of metal forming a clip is which 
may be secured over the edge of the card’ 
by ‘simple pressure or by rivets, as shown, 

, or similar devices. 

4.0 

'It is obvious that many other forms’ of 
~ ' stops may beused than those shown. 

35 The cards are preferably held at ‘their 
~ free ends within a circumferential groove Z 
which maybe formed as shown in Fig. 1 by 
securing a circularstrip of metal 02. upon 
the support d which may also be inv the form 
of a semicircle as shown. The strip is off 
set to form a space between its inner edge 
and the support 0? within which the lower 

’ outer ends of the cards are con?ned butwith 
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su?icient freedom to vpermit them to be 
turned about their pivots. , 

Fig. 4 shows'a different manner of hold 
ing the free ends of the cards down upon 
the supportsand a different pivotal con 
nection for the cards. Here a'semicircu 
larly bent rod 0 is secured at either end .to 
the support and the tab corners of the 
cards ‘are placed beneath it with the tabs 
overlapping it. This rod or wire holds the 
cards ‘down upon’ the v‘support, and at the 
‘same time, by having part of the card be 
low the rod and another part above or over 

' the rod makes‘it' impossible for; an adja 
' cent ‘card to pass the tab and encroach upon 

60 
the space intended ‘to be exposed. A strip 
of metal ‘p is’ secured to the support (i hav 

. ing an upstanding circular ?ange 9 against 
which the tab corners of the cards abut‘ 
thereby. con?ning ‘the cards to av circular 

; path.’ The cards of this modi?ed form have ' 
5 semicircular open perforations 4‘ ‘formed in. 
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.them which engage the headed. posts 8. 
With such aiconstruction it is apparent that 
the cards could leave their pivotal engage 
ment with the post 8 if some such device as 
the flange ‘g were not provided. 
The support cl is preferably formed with 

an eyelet t for securing it to a'bent post u 
or other suitable device mounted on a base 0. 
The bent post represents any of the well~ 
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known loose leaf book devices for receiving 75 
the leaves and no further description of it 
is deemed necessary" except that it maybe 
opened at the split joint w to remove or 1n 
sert a unit of the system which includes a 
support dwith the cards carried by it. The 

' units may be shifted to either leg of the post 
in the ordinary manner ,of loose leaf books. 
In the operation of my invention as illus 

trated in Fig.1 the cards are mounted on 
the post a by passing it through the open. ~ 
slot .0 in the card until the perforation?) 
engages the post; the card isthen bulged 
up in the center temporarily to foreshorten 
it to permit the lower free end to be slipped 
in the groove Z. The card is then permitted 
to ?atten out and is placed in proper posi 
tion against the stop of the adjacent card. 
In'this way the system is built upon the sup 
port d thus forming a unit. The exposed 
part of the cards may conveniently-be used 
for-an index thereby affording a continu 
ally exposed index, although it may be used 
for other purposes ifdesired.‘ When the 
body of the card is to be read, written upon 
or otherwise used the card is held fixed and ' 
the adjacent card with all those below it are 
swung down until the desired vcard is ex 
posed. lV'hen the card has been thus used 
as desired, the cards below are then swung 
back together to'their ?rst positions and the 
unit is, ready to be used again. ‘When a 
card is to be withdrawn or one inserted the 
division is made in the cards substantially 
as above described. If a card is to be re 
moved, it is first exposed; it is then with 
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drawn from the groove and then revolved ‘ 
until the slot 0 is brought in line with the 
post 6, in which position it is easily with 
drawn from the post. When inserting a 
card the procedure just described is re 
versed, the cards being ?rst manipulated to 
open a space for the card 'to be inserted. 
When removing a card in the form of con 
struction shown in Fig. 4 the card is re 
moved ?rst from the post .9 by bulging the 
card upward. It is then easily slipped from 
the rod 0 to clear the tab therefrom by prop 
erly swinging it about that corner. The in 
sertion of a card is effected by substantially 
reversing the steps described. ' ‘ 

I have shown only some of the forms of" . 
construction embodying ‘my invention, and ~ 
it is obvious that various changes within the 
skill of the mechanic may be made therein 
without departing from the spirit of the 
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invention, provided the means set forth in 
the following claims are employed. 
Having thus described my invention I 

claim 
1. In a device of the character described, 

a number of cards placed one upon the other, 
a support for the cards, means secured to the 
support for pivotally engaging the cards, 
and stops extending one from each card to 
provide an abutment for the adjacent card 
when in normal position to provide a con 
tinually visible portion on each card and 
adapting the said adjacent card to be swung 
about the said means away from its stop 
thereby exposing the card to view containing 
the stop from which the adjacent card is 
moved. 

2. In a device of the character described, a 
number of cards placed one upon the other, 
a support for the cards, means secured to 
the support for holding the cards in detach 
able pivotal engagement and stops extend 
ing one "from each card to provide an abut 
ment ‘for the adjacent card when in normal 
position to provide a continually visible 
portion on each card and adapting the said 
adjacent card to be swung about the said 
means away from its stop thereby exposing 
the card to view containing the stop from 
which the adjacent card is moved. 

3. In a device of the character described, a 
number of cards placed one upon the other 
and provided with open slots, a support for 
the cards, a post extending from the sup— 
port for engaging the cards through the 
open slots in pivotal engagement, and stops 
one on each card affording, an abutment for 
the adjacent card to provide a continually 
visible portion on each card and adapting 
the said adjacent card to be swung about the 
said post away from its stop to thereby ex— 
pose the card to view containing the stop 
from which the adjacent card is moved. 

4. In a device of the character described, a 
number of cards placed one upon the other, 
a support for the cards, means secured to the 
support for pivotally engaging the cards, 
stops extending one from each card to pro 
vide an abutment for the adjacent card when - 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for ?ve cents 
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in normal position to provide a continually 
visible portion on each card and adapting 
the said adjacent card to be swung about the 
said means away from its stop thereby ex 
posing the card to view containing the stop 
from which the adjacent card is moved, and 
a circular guide for engaging free ends of 
the cards to hold them upon the support. 

5. In a device of the character described, 
a number of cards placed one upon the other, 
a support for the cards, means secured to 
the support for pivotally engaginglthe cards, 
a circular guide secured to the support in 
spaced relation therewith for holding the 
cards within said space, said guide adapted 
to guide the outer corner of each card in its 
movement about the pivot, and stops one on 
each card extending above said space to pro 
vide an abutment for the adjacent card when 
in normal position to provide a continually 
visible portion on each card and adapting 
the said adjacent card to be swung about the 
said means away from its stop thereby ex 
posing the card to view containing the stop 
from which the adjacent card is moved. 

6. In a device of the character described, 
a number of cards placed one upon the other, 
a support for the cards having an eyelet 
formed therein, means secured to the sup 
port for pivotally engaging the cards, stops 
extending one from each card to provide an 
abutment for the adjacent card when in 
normal position to provide a continually 
visible portion on each card and adapting 
the said adjacent card to be swung about 
the said means away from its stop thereby 
exposing the card to view containing the 
stop from which the adjacent card is moved, 
and a bent post for engaging said support 
through the eyelet therein in slidable rela 
tion therewith, said post having a joint 
adapted for opening it to permit the support 
to be removed or inserted. 

This speci?cation, signed and witnessed 
this 30th day of June, 1913. 

ADOLPH H. BAUER. 
Witnesses: 

MORRIS STERN, 
MERVYN WoLrr. 

each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. G.” 
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