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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ROBERT C. Owen, 

subject of the King of Great Britain, resid 
ing at Vancouver, Province of British Co 
lumbia, Dominion of Canada, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Building-Blocks for ‘Vall Constructions, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to an improvement 

in building blocks. _ . 
The primary object of the invention 1s to 

provide a toy building block Which may 
be used in the building of various construc 
tions, and in which the blocks may be 
quickly assembled in the formation of a wall, 
or other structure and effectually held 
against displacement. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a structure in which the blocks of 
one row interlock with the rows of blocks 
above and below the same, the arrangement 
being- such that in the assembling of the 
blocks they may be inserted from, the cen 
ter or both ends of a wall in the building 
of the same. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a block in which no particular care 
need be taken in matching the blocks. 
For a full understanding of the invention 

reference is to be had to the following de 
scription and accompanying drawings, in 
which : 

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the 
arrangement of the blocks in a wall con 
struction. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of 
one of the blocks. Fig. 3 is a perspective 
"iew of one of the corner blocks, and Fig. 4 
is a perspective view showing a slightly 
modi?ed form of block, which constitutes a 
key block. Fig. 5 is a detail perspective 
view of the underside of a corner block. 
Corresponding and like parts are referred 

to in the following description and indi 
cated in all the views of the accompanying 
rawings by the same reference characters. 
In the drawing, 10 designates the line 

block which is substantially oblong, the 
upper face of the same being formed with 
a dove-tailed groove 11 which extends its 
entire length and opens through the ends 
thereof. The lower face of the block is 
formed with a dove-tailed rib 12 which ex 
tends the entire length of the block. This 
rib is in direct alinement with the groove 
on the reverse face of the block. 
In the construction of a wall, the blocks 
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are placed one upon the other, the ribs on 
the under face of an upper row of blocks 
being inserted in the grooves in the upper 
face of an under row of blocks. The blocks 
in one row, as in the assembling of the 
usual wall construction, may be disposed in 
staggered relation with respect to the blocks 
of the rows which lie above and below the 
same, thereby forming a compact wall in 
which the blocks of each row are held 
against movement transversely of the Wall. 

Particular attention is called to the fact 
that all of the blocks are of the same dimen 
sions and the ribs on all the blocks are of 
the same construction and that it is unneces 
sary to match them in assembling a wall or 
other structure. It will also be seen that the 
structure is such as may be easily and eco 
nomically manufactured from various mate 
rials. 
The corner blocks 13, 

are each formed with a longitudinal groove 
14: which opens through one end of the block 
but terminates short of the opposite end 
thereof. A transverse groove 15 opens 
through one side of the block and extends 
to a point adjacent the opposite side, the 
end wall 16 of said groove being beveled. 
The lower faces of the blocks 13 are formed 
with longitudinal ribs 17 which are to be 
engaged in the transverse grooves of sub 
jacent blocks, and When the end of such rib 
engages the beveled end wall 16 the end of 
the upper block willbe in the vertical plane 
of the side of the lower block and the blocks 
will be interlocked. The rib 17, of course, 
terminates short of that end of the block 

illustrated in Fig. 3, 

having the transverse groove and has a 
beiieled end corresponding to the beveled 
wa l 16. ' 

In the form shown in Fig. 4, the grooves 
of the blocks 19 are formed with straight 
side walls 18. These blocks constitute key 
blocks, that is, in the laying of the Wall, two 
of such blocks may be placed end to end. 
It will‘ be noted‘ that the dove-tailed ribs 
of the next row of blocks may be inserted 
within the grooves 18 of the key-blocks, and 
the line blocks then moved longitudinally 
of the wall, the corner blocks being moved 
into place along the two sides or branches 
of the wall alternately. From the foreg ~ 
ing, it will be obvious that the blocks may 
be readily assembled, and when assembled 
they will be effectually held against dis placement. 
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It will be noted that a block of this char 
acter when constructed of wood or any other 
suitable material may be used in the build 
ing of toy structures, such as houses, towers 
and bridges, and that they-will provide a 
much more substantial structure than blocks 
which‘are merely placed one upon the other. 
It will also be observed that while the blocks 
when assembled are e?t‘ectually held against 
displacement, the assembling of the blocks 
may be accomplished in a simple manner 
and thatras the blocks need not be matched, 
the loss of one or more blocks from a set 
will not prevent‘the remaining blocks from 
being used. As‘- the blocks may be easily 
assembled, a child will quickly learn to 
manipulate them and will train the eye and 
hand while amusing himself. 
What I claim is :— I 
1. A set of building blocks comprising 

line blocks, key blocks and corner blocks, all 
of said blocks having longitudinal dove 
"tailed ribs on their under sides and longitu 

~walls, the 
‘ their upper sides with longitudinal grooves 
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dinal grooves in their upper sides to receive 
the ribs on superposed blocks, the grooves 
in the key blocks having parallel walls, and 
the grooves in the line blocks and the cor 
ner blocks having undercut walls. 

2. A set of building blocks comprising 
line blocks, key blocks and corner blocks, all 
of said blocks having longitudinal dove 
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tailed ribs on their under sides, the key > 
blocks being provided in their upper sides 
with longitudinal grooves having parallel 

line blocks being provided on 

having undercut walls and the corner blocks 
being provided in their- upper sides with 
longitudinal and transverse grooves having 
undercut walls. 
In testimony whereof I a?ix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
ROBERT C. D. OWEN. [1,. s.] 

Witnesses: 
G. O. WOODWARD, 
J. SLZENUSTING, Jr. 
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