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Be it known that 1, JOHN D. STINGLE, a 
citizen of the United States, residing at Pine 
Village, in the county of Warren and State 
of Indiana, have invented a new and useful 
Staple-Holder, of which the following is a 
speci?cation. , 
This invention relates to staple holders, 

its principal object being to provide a sim 
ple and compact tool of this type in which a 
staple can be easily placed, said staple, while 
in position, being held against spreading, 
wllzlile being driven into hard wood or the 
li e. 

V A further object is to provide means for 
so holding a staple as to prevent it from be 
coming displaced while engaging a wire be 
ing pushed, by means of the tool, into posi 
tion on a post or the like. 
A further object is to provide a holder 

which can be easily released from the staple 
after said staple has been driven a prede 

' termined distance into a post or the like. 
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With the foregoing and other objects in 
view which will appear as the description 
proceeds, the invention resides in the combi 
nation and arrangement of parts and in the 
details of construction hereinafter described 
and claimed it being understood that 
changes in the precise embodiment of the in 
vent-ion herein disclosed can be made within 
the scope of what is claimed, without depart; 
ing from the spirit of the invention. 
In the accompanying drawings the pre 

ferred form of the invention has been shown. 
In said drawings: Figure 1 is a perspec— 

tive view of the tool in use. Fig. 2 is a sec 
tion through the head of the tool, the posi 
tion of the staple therein being indicated by 
dotted lines. Fig. 3 is a vertical'transverse 
section through the head. Fig. 4 is a section 
on line A—B Fig. 3. Fig. 5 is a perspective 
view of the head inverted and with the re 
taining spring removed. 

Referring to the ?gures by characters of 
reference 1 designates the head of the tool 
and from which a handle 2 extends, said 
head having an extension 3 constituting a 
striking face adapted to receive the impact 
of a hammer or the like in driving a staple. 
A recess 4 extends into the head at a point 
opposite the striking face of the extension 3 
and has a U-shaped channel 5 in its walls 
adapted to receive the crown portion and 
portions of the arms of a staple, said staple, 
when seated within the channel, having itsv 

pointed ends projecting some distances be 
yond the recessed end of the head. 
One side of the head 1 is recessed as at 6 

to receive a leaf spring 7 secured, at one end, 
within the recess while its other end nor 
mally closes one side of the recess 4: and 
carries a retaining block 8 adapted to ?t 
within the recess 4. The innermost portion 
of this block is in the form of a rounded 
shoulder 9 slightly inclined transversely, as 
shown in Fig. 3, and the exposed side face 
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of the block is rounded toward the outer " 
side of the free end portion of spring 7 so 
as to produce a blunt edge 10. 
The normal position of the spring 7 has 
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been illustrated in Figs. 1 and 3 and, as ' 
shown in Fig. 3, the block 8 normally pro 
jects into the space partly surrounded by 
the groove or channel 5. wWhen it is de 
sired to insert a staple into the holder the 
crown or intermediate portion of said staple 
is inserted into the open ends of the channel 
and then pushed inwardly against the 
rounded face of the block 8. Said block will 
thus be shifted laterally out of the path of 
the staple until the crown portion of the 
staple is brought against the innermost por 
tion of the channel 5 whereupon block 8 
will spring back to its normal position, there 
by holding the staple within the channel and 
with its ends projecting out of the head, as 
indicated at S in Fig. 1. With the staple 
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thus positioned it can be placed in engage- ' 
ment with a wire such as shown at W and 
the wire pushed to a predetermined position 
on a post or the like, the arms of the staple 
thus acting as a fork to hold the wire prop 
erly assembled with the staple during this 
operation. As soon as the wire and staple 
have been brought to the point where the 
wire is to be fastened, the face of the exten 
sion 3 is struck by a hammer and the pro 
jecting ends of the staple S are thus driven 
into the post or the like. The head is then 
pulled away from the staple and, as the 
shoulder 9 is inclined transversely, this will 
result in the lateral shifting of the block 8. 
The tool is thus released from the staple 
and can be withdrawn therefrom after 
which the staple can be hit directly with 
the hammer and driven into the wood as 
far as desired. 

It will be apparent that by means of the 
tool herein described staples can be held 
properly and wires can be moved into posi 
tions where they are to be fastened, without 
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danger of injuring the hands of the oper— 
ator, this being more especially noticeable 
where the device is used in securing barb 
wires in place. 
Importance is attached to the fact that 

the staple is held in the head in a plane with 
or parallel to the longitudinal axis of the 
handle so that it is thus possible to shift 
the wire ‘W readily when engaged by the 
ends of the staple in the holder. 
What is claimed is :—— 
l. A staple holder including a hammer 

head having a recess extending into one end 
thereof, the inner end of the recess being 
rounded to conform with the contour of the 
crown or intermediate portion of the staple 
and there being a continuous staple receiv 
ing channel formed within the sides and in 
ner end wall of the recess, the walls of the 
channel constituting the sole means for hold; 
ing a staple against lateral displacement 
relative to the head, a spring secured at one 
side to the head, and a retaining block ex 
tending from the free end portion of the 
spring and normally extending into the head 
from one side thereof, said block being ar 
ranged to ?t snugly against the sides and 
crown portion of an inserted staple and to 
coeperate with the grooved portion of the 
head to hold the staple against movement in 
the recess. 

2. A staple holder including a hammer 
head having a recess extending into one end 
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thereof and the inner end of which is round~ 
ed to conform with the contour of the crown 
or intermediate portion of a staple, there 
being a continuous staple receiving channel 
formed within the sides and inner end wall 
of the recess, the walls of the channel con 
stituting the sole means for holding a staple 
against lateral displacement relative to the 
head, there being a recess in one side of the 
head and of the same width as the recess in 
the end of the head, the two recesses com 
municating, a spring secured at one end 
to the head and seated in the side recess, the 
outer end of the spring being normally flush 
with the corresponding face of the head, 
and a retaining block upon one side of the 
spring and normally extending into the re 
cess in the end of the head, said block hav— 
ing a transversely inclined arcuate shoulder 
adapted to engage the inner surface of the 
crown portion of a staple seated in the chan~ 
nel, one side of the block being beveled from 
said shoulder toward the free end of the 
spring, said block being arranged, when in 
normal position, to extend entirely across 
the space bounded by the staple. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own, I have hereto aiiiXed my signature 
in the presence of two witnesses. 

JOHN D. STINGLE. 
1Witnesses : 

JAMES C. Jones, 
DANIEL A. Mnssnnn. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for ?ve cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.” 
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