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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JAMES I. McKnn, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
' Bloomington, in the county of McLean and 
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State of Illinois, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Ticket~I-Iolders, 
of which the following is a speci?cation. 
This invention relates to a device for hold 

ing tickets, cards, checks and other similar 
articles in stack form for individual dis 
tribution, the object of the invention being 
to provide a device of this character for the 
use of street car conductors and others Whose 
employment requires the distribution of 
tickets or the like, whereby the tickets may 
be held in compact form and disposed for 
ready and convenient individual removal. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a device of this character which may 
be attached to a belt or other suitable sup 
port, and which, in addition to holding the 
exposed edges of the stack of tickets pro 
jected beyond each other forlremoval, will 
clamp the body of tickets ?rmly against 
casual displacement, irrespective of the num 
ber of tickets contained therein. 
The invention consists of the features of 

construction, combination and arrangement 
of parts hereinafter fully described and 
claimed, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings, in which :—r - 

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing 
the holder applied to a suitable support, 
such as a conductor’s change belt. Fig. 2 is 
a rear perspective view of the holder with 
the outside cover removed. Fig. 3 is a side 
elevation of the holder as illustrated in Fig. 
2 and showing a stack of tickets contained 
therein. Fig. 4 is a vertical transverse sec 
tion on line 4—-4: of Fig. 3, omitting the 
tickets. Fig. 5 is a vertical front to rear sec— 
tion through the base of the holder, taken 
on the line 5-5 of Fig. 4. Fig. 6 is a hori~ 
'zontal transverse section on the line 6—6<0f 
Fig. 1. 
In carrying my invention into practice, I 

provide a ticket, card or like holder com 
prising a vertically disposed, oblong rec 
tangular body, said body being formed of 
front and rear comparatively rigid walls 1 
and 2 secured at their lower ends to a trans 
verse spacing element or block 3. 
parts may be made of any suitable material 
or materials, but preferably the walls 1 and 
2 are made of cardboard or pulp board, and 
the spacing block 3 of wood or any other 

These 3 

preferred material. The walls 1 and 2.con~ 
verge from the spacing block toward their 
upper ends and said walls have secured 
thereto a covering 4, of leather or other 
suitable ?exible material, designed to give 
the same an ornamental ?nish. This cov 
ering extends across and between the longi 
‘tudinal edges of the walls 1 and 2 and forms 
flexible expansible and collapsible side walls 
5, the device as thus constructed providing 
a pocket or receptacle for the stack of cards, 
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checks or tickets 6, which is closed at its - 
lower end by the spacing block 3 and at its 
sides by the flexible walls 5 and is open at 
its upper end for the insertion and removal 
of the tickets. ' 

As shown, the front wall 1 is provided 
at its upper end with a cut-out space or re 
cess 7 for the insertion of the fore or middle 
?nger of the hand, employed in conjunc 
tion with the thumb to engage the outer 
face and upper edge of each ticket in turn ‘ 
for its extraction, and the rear wall 2 is 
provided with a suspending member 8, 
shown in the present instance in the form 
of a metallic clasp having an upturned 
hook 9 at its lower edge, whereby the de 
vice may be connected with and supported 
from a belt 10, such as a street car con 
ductor’s change belt of the character on 
which change receptacles are commonly 
hung. Any other suitable means for sup 
porting the holder may, however, be em 
ployed, and the invention is not limited in 
its use as a holder for car tickets, as it may 
be employed for holding various kinds of 
tickets, checks or the like which are to be 
distributed‘. 
The ends of the upper portion of the 

block 3 are cut away or recessed to receive 
the heads of clamping screws 11, ?tted in 
the ends of the block, to which screws are 
connected looped springs 11’, each spring 
being formed at it-s'bite portion with a coil 
12 engaging the screw and having its arms 
extending upwardly between the walls 1 
and 2 and disposed in crossed relation and 
provided at their upper ends with hooks 13 
or the like, connecting them with the re 
spective walls, whereby the walls are per 
mitted to spread apart to receive a stack 
of tickets, but are normally drawn or 
pressed toward each other to ?rmly and se 
curely clamp the stack of tickets in posi 
tion. 
The block 3 is provided with a down 
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wardly and rearwardly beveled surface 14: 
forming an inclined plane against which 
the lower edges of the tickets rest, whereby 
the upper ends of the tickets, which pro 
ject a suitable distance from the mouth of 
the holder, are arranged so as to succes 
sively project beyond each other from front 

‘to rear of the stack, enabling them to be 
readily and conveniently graspedv and re 
moved for individual distribution. 
In the operation of inserting a stack of 

tickets the walls 1 and 2 are spread apart 
and the tickets inserted down through the 
open mouth of, the holder. Upon the re 
lease of the walls the stack of tickets will 
then be ?rmly clamped in position against 
casual displacement, while allowing them to 
be conveniently removed. The flexibility 
of the walls 5 adapts the walls 1 and 2 to 
be readily spread apart and forced toward 
each other by the springs to clamp the 
tickets, so that as the tickets are succes 
sively removed thev space left thereby will 
be taken up and the remainder of the stack - 
h'eld ?rmly clamped irrespective of the num- ’ 
ber of tickets contained therein. 
The advantages of the device will be read 

ily understood from the foregoing descrip 
tion. 
Having thus described the invent-ion what 

is claimed as new, is :-— 
1. A ticket holder or the like comprising 

semi-rigid front and rear walls, a spacing 
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block disposed betweenthe lower ends of 
said walls and having a downwardly and . 
rearwardly inclined upper surface to sup 
port a stack of tickets, springs secured to 
the ends of the spacing block and having 
arms secured to the front and rear walls 
and operating to press the upper ends of 
said walls toward each other, a covering sc 
oured to said walls and forming ?exible 
side walls, and means applied to the rear 
wall for attaching the holder to a suitable 
support. 

2. A ticket holder or the like comprising 
semi-rigid front and rear walls, the front 
wall having a ?nger recess at its upper edge, 
a spacing block disposed between the lower 
ends of said walls and having a downwardly 
and rearwardly inclined upper surface to 
support a stack of tickets, looped springs 
secured to the ends of the spacing block and 
having crossed arms secured to the front 
and rear walls and operating to press the 
upper ends of said walls toward each other, 
a covering secured to said walls and form 
ing ?exible side walls, and means applied 
to the rear wall for attaching the holder to 
a suitable support. 
In testimony whereof I a?ix 1ny signa 

ture in presence of two witnesses. 
JAlVlES I. liIcKEE. 

Witnesses: 
JOHN A. STERLING, 
W. G. HANSON. 

Copies of this'patent may be obtained for ?ve cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.” 
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