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T 0 all whom it may concern . 
Be it known that I, Hnxny HIGGIX, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of the city of Newport, in the county of 
Campbell and State of Kentucky, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Metal Fence-Posts, of which the follow— 
ing is a full, clear, and exact- description, 
reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming part of this specification. 
My invention relates to fence posts formed 

from an integral piece of sheet metal, usu 
ally of galvanized iron, and provided with 
means for securing fence ‘wires thereto. 
The object of my invention is to provide 

a construction in which the metallic struc 
ture shall not be weakened by the formation 
of tongues in the body of the metal, while 
at the same time tongues shall be provided 
forming an integral part of the construc 
tion, so that separate devices for supporting 
and holding the wires shall not be necessary. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 

view of one of my improved posts showing 
the wires in place. Fig. 2 is a central longi 
tudinal section of a portion of the post. 
Fig. 3 is a cross section of the same. Fig. ft 
is a plan view of a portion of the sheet from 
which the post is constructed. 
The posts are formed from a single plate 

of sheet metal 1, which is bent into tubular 
form, with the side edges 2, 3, abut-ting. 
The sheet is so cut that when bent into shape, 
the tubular posts shall be tapering from top 
to bottom, with a uniform taper and broader 
at the bottom. Along each side edge of the 
flat sheet 1 before it is bent into shape, a 
series of tongues at, a, are cut, and as many 
sets of tongues as it is desired to secure wires 
to the posts are provided, with the two 
tongues of each set directly opposite each 
other on the blank, and with each set of 
tongues cut in from the top, so that each 
tongue will be integrally connected with the 
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body of the blank at the bottom, at 5. lVhen 
the tongues are cut, they are bent backward 
slightly so as to project from the plane of 
the sheet, and when the sheet is bent into 
cylindrical form, as the tongues are cut 
from the side edges, as shown, and project 
upwardly, they form hooks to receive the 
wires 6. 
“There the quality of the ground will per— 

mit, the posts are driven in by striking them 
on top, or they may be placed in post holes 
and securely tamped. The wires 6 are then 
located in place and the tongues preferably 
bent around the wire, as shown at 7 in Fig. 
2. Inasmuch as the holding tongues are in 
pairs, when clamped around the wire (3 they 
not only hold the wires securely in place, but 
also lock and hold the cylindrically shaped 
metal from springing open at the seam, thus 
serving two purposes. In addition to this, 
inasmuch as the tongues are cut from the 
side edges of the metal instead of the body 
of the metal, the strength of the sheet metal. 
is not weakened, and a much more rigid and 
substantial post is the result over sheet 
metal posts of the same thickness of metal 
in which the holding tongues are struck up 
from the body of the metal. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is :— 
A metallic fence post formed from an in 

tegral blank of sheet metal, with tongues cut 
from the side edges of the metal, said 
tongues formed in pairs, one in each side 
edge, adapted to meet at the seam when the 
blank is bent to shape, said tongues project 
ing upwardly to form hooks to support the 
fence wire and to lock the side edges of the 
blank to prevent opening of the seam. 
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