
W. H. PHILPOT & R. VERTISKA. 
FLOOR. 

APPLICATION FILED APR. 2, 1909. 

4/ 

. Patented Feb. 27, 1912. 1,018,987. 

£12722 W 



10 

15' 

_ UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. - 
WILLIAM H. PHILPOT ‘AND RUDOLPH VERTISKA, OF HUM'IBOLDT, NEBRASKA. 

noon. 

1,018,987. Speci?cation of Letters Patent. _ Patented-Feb. 27, 1912. 
Application ?led April 2, 1909. Serial No. 487,448. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, WILLIAM H. PHIL 

‘ror and RUDOLPH VERTISKA, citizens of the 
United .States, residing at Humboldt, in the 
county of Rlchardson and State of Ne 
braska, have invented new and useful Im 
provements in Floors, of which the follow 
mg is a speci?cation. ' 
This invention relates to improvement in 

?oors, especially as used for the bottoms of 
wagon beds, grain cars, platforms, and in 
ware-houses and on which shoveling is done 
in handling commodities in bulk, the object 
,of the invention being to combine with the - 
?ooring boards, which have ooves in their 

, opposing edges, wear-strips 0 metal disposed 
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between the opposing edges of the ?ooring 
boards, extending to and ?ush with the up 
per and lower surfaces thereof and provided 
at points between their upper and lower 
edges with laterally extending tongues 
which engage the grooves in the ?ooring 
boards, the said wear-strips serving to pre 
vent wear of the ?ooring boards and pre 
senting metal surfaces between the ?ooring 
boards whichgreatly facilitate the use of 
the shovel on the ?oor, as hereinafter de 
scribed and claimed. 
In the accompanying drawings :—’-Figure 

1 is a perspective, partly in section, of a por 
tion of a ?oor provided with wear-strips 
constructed and disposed in accordance with 
this invention. Fig. 2 is a detail perspective 
view of one of the wear-strips. Fig. 3 is a 
cross-sectional view of the same, on a larger 
scale. _ _y 

In accordance with this invention, the 
?ooring boards 1 are provided in their op 
posing edges'with grooves 2. Between each 
pair of ?ooring boardsis placed a wear 
strip 3, which is preferabl made of iron or 
steel, and the upper an lower edges of 

which are flush with the upper and lower 
surfaces of the flooring boards. Each of the 
said strips is provided at opposite sides at 
points midway between the upper and lower 
edges with laterally extending tongues Li 
formed integrally therewith, which, tongues 
engage and ?ll the grooves 2 of the ?ooring 
boards and serve to ?rmly connect the wear 
strips of the ?ooring boards. The outer 
edges of the wear-strips are rounded, .as at 5, 
at the exposed surfaces of the flooring 
boards. . 

It will be understood that the Wear-strips 
present metallic upper surfaces at the upper 
surfaces of the ‘?oor which, serve to prevent 
the ?ooring boards from being worn, by the 
scraping of a shovel when. material is being 
shoveled from the ?oor. Furthermore the 
said metallic upper surfaces of the wear 
strips in addition to preserving the ‘floor, 
also facilitate the movement of the shovel on 
the surface of the ?oor. _ 
Having thus described the invention, what 

is claimed is :— 
As a new article of manufacture, a cross 

shape strengthening spline for mill ?oors, 
said spline being constructed to have a com 
paratlvely thin longitudinal vertical web the 
top and bottom edges of which are adapted 
to extend ?ush with the upper‘ and ‘lower 
faces of the ?oor planks and central op o 
sitely disposed horizontal longitudinahside 
tongues adapted to enter central longitudi 
nal grooves 1n the edges of the ?oorplanks 
of- a mill ?oor. 
In testimony whereof we a?ix our signa— 

tures in presence of two witnesses. ‘ v 
' WILLIAM H. PHILPOT. 

RUDOLPH 'VERTISKA. 
Witnesses: 

H. V. DARLAND, 
A. Cms'r. 
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